Climate Change Forcing Military to Reconsider Its Priorities
by Paul D. Shinkman
April 30, 2019 – The effects of climate change have forced top officials within the Navy and Marine Corps to reconsider how they manage their most critical resources and facilities, despite an apparent Defense Department-wide shift away from viewing the issue as critical for national security.
"The 2 biggest challenges are the rising water levels and severe storms that roll up the coast and through our bases and stations," Marine Lt. Gen. David Berger, told the Senate Armed Services Committee during his confirmation hearing on Tuesday, when asked about the effects of climate change.  He is to become the Corps' next top officer,  
Recent hurricanes and other weather events have caused billions of dollars in damage to Marine Corps and Navy facilities.  That included Hurricane Florence in September.  It ripped through Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, an epicenter of where the Corps trains its forces for overseas deployments
Berger described new standards for where they will construct replacement buildings, and how they choose to build them amid the growing likelihood of powerful storms in the future, as "absolutely critical." 
"When we recover from a storm like we are now in North Carolina, we need to look at the location of the buildings, we need to look at the construction standards of the buildings, to make sure they will survive what the climate is going to throw at them," Berger said.
Failure to rebuild facilities and training areas at Lejeune, as well as housing for Marines' families, will have "a direct impact to readiness," Berger added.
His comments follow a Defense Department decision under then-Secretary Jim Mattis to strip from the National Defense Strategy mentions of climate change, though other officials have confirmed it threatens national security.  The intelligence community's version of that central planning document for foreign operations and threats retained language about the issue, including its influence on migrant flows, conflict zones and resource scarcity. 
Marine Commandant Robert Neller, whom Berger would succeed, has raised concerns in recent weeks about finding money within the defense budget for the repairs to Camp Lejeune – funds that could be strained by President Donald Trump's stated plan to consider pilfering them to pay for military construction of a wall along the southern U.S. border. 
Navy Adm. William Moran, nominated to become the next head of that service and who testified alongside Berger on Tuesday, emphasized the need for the Navy to focus on these issues. 
"We are largely a waterfront service, so climate change, [incidents] when there's rising water, they're going to be a problem for us if we don't address them," said Moran, currently serving as the Navy's #2 officer.
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