Climate Change Refugees May Top 1 Billion
by Gene Fry
	Nov. 16, 2007 - Global warming will create at least 1 billion refugees by 2050, as water shortages and crop failures force people to leave their homes, sparking local wars over access to resources.  This is the word from a report Human Tide: The Real Migration Crisis, published earlier in 2007 to mark Christian Aid Week.  The number of people displaced would dwarf the refugee crisis that followed World War II.  The report said that, unless urgent action was taken, the added problems from climate changes would spiral out of control.
	Christian Aid said that as the developed world was responsible for most of the climate-changing pollution, it should bear the brunt of the cost of helping those worst hit by it — the poor.  “We believe that forced migration is now the most urgent threat facing poor people in the developing world,” said lead author John Davison. “We estimate that, unless strong preventative action is taken, between now and 2050 climate change will push the number of displaced people globally to at least 1 billion,” the report said.
	The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said that by 2080, up to 3.2 billion people — a third of the planet's population — will be short of water, and up to 600 million will be short of food.
	Security experts fear that the tidal wave of forced migration will not only fuel existing conflicts but create new ones in some of the poorest parts of the world, those least equipped to deal with them.  "A world of many more Darfurs is the increasingly likely nightmare scenario," the report said.  In Darfur 200,000 people have been killed and 2 million forced from their homes.  While many climate refugees would cross national borders, many millions more would be unable to leave their countries and would remain largely invisible to outsiders, it said.
British Chief of the Defense Staff Sir Jock Stirrup warned last year: "Climate change and … [t]he spread of desert regions, a scarcity of water, coastal erosion, declining arable land, damage to infrastructure from extreme weather: all this could undermine security.”  Special adviser to the UN Emergency Relief Co-ordinator, Dennis McNamara, said: “Tens of millions of the poorest people in the poorest parts of the world are uprooted and lack basic assistance and protection.  Their numbers can destabilize whole regions and may be an obstacle to building peace."
	A similar security problem, but without such a vast number of refugees specified, was found in two other American reports – one by 11 retired US generals and admirals in March 2007 (see BATE, May 2007) and one by the Center for Strategic and International Studies – whose 11 authors include a former chief of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and a former U.S. Presidential Chief of Staff.  The latter report, “The Age of Consequences: The Foreign Policy and National Security Implications of Global Climate Change”, is available at www.csis.org/component/option,com_csis_pubs/task,view/id,4154/type,1/
For more on the Christian Aid report, see www.theage.com.au/news/world/climate-change-exiles-to-top-1-billion/2007/05/14/1178995076889.html.

