Louisville Encouraged to Go on 'Energy Diet'
by Jame Bruggers
Oct. 4, 2014 – A new website scheduled to launch Monday will allow Louisville residents to compete against each other to reduce their energy consumption, with a goal of helping to improve air quality.
The SecondWind challenge is designed specifically for the greater Louisville area.  It is a joint effort of Vivergy and the Institute for Healthy Air Water and Soil.  Sponsors are calling it a unique opportunity to mobilize groups and individuals in the Louisville area to take control of local air pollution.
“It’s a game thing,” said Kevin Kononenko, a recent University of Michigan graduate who co-developed the website and is working with the the institute.  “You compare yourselves to other people.  The goal is to make you feel good about yourself at the end.”
Vivergy has posted a video on YouTube explaining the basic concepts.  As people make changes in their lives to save energy, the website will calculate the benefits and lower people’s scores, which earns points.
The challenge for Louisville, Kononenko said, is to reach 10,000 points on the Vivergy platform as a community, which will take the equivalent pollution from about 12 million cigarettes of air pollution out of the air.  “In order to get there, we will need about 3,000 participants with an average V Score reduction of 1%,” he said.
It will be happening at cleanairlouisville.com, in a beta or test version.  Initial partners include the Center for Neighborhoods and Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light, said Ted Smith, the executive director of the institute, which was founded by philanthropist Christy Brown.
Smith said the institute, which is also trying to deploy a network of mini air monitors around Louisville, is trying to get more people to talk about local air quality and take steps to improve it.  He said there could be some kinks that need to be worked out with the website.  “It’s all about health,” Brown said.
Smith said the 1st group of 100 Air Quality Eggs that the institute purchased will be replaced, starting later this year, with a newer version that promises to be more accurate and easier to use.
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