Study Predicts Market Dominance for Electric Cars by 2030
	July 14, 2009 - Electric cars could comprise 64-86% of light vehicle sales by 2030, provided consumers don’t have to buy the batteries themselves, according to a July 13, 2009 study from the Center for Entrepreneurship and Technology at University of California, Berkeley. A net gain of up to 350,000 new jobs by 2030 would result.
	To build the infrastructure for battery charging and swapping systems over the next few decades, the cost may exceed $320 billion, the study found.  Society would reap health savings of $205 billion, as less vehicle pollution reduces the incidence of asthma and other respiratory diseases.
	Vehicle-related emissions could be reduced 62% from 2005 levels, provided electric vehicles are powered by clean sources of electricity, the study found.  U.S. oil imports from the Persian Gulf and Venezuela could be eliminated.
	The results of the study are heavily predicated on pay-per-mile programs whereby consumers don’t have to pay for the cost of the batteries, which could cost more than the rest of the vehicle.  Switchable battery vehicles (with current battery prices and federal tax incentives) will cost $7,500 less in 2012 than similar gasoline-powered cars.  Total cost of ownership of switchable-battery electric vehicles is expected to be 10-13¢/mile lower than gasoline-powered cars.
	Nissan North America will receive $1.6 billion in federal funds to retool its Smyrna TN factory to build advanced electric automobiles and an advanced battery factory.  Tesla Motors will receive $465 million to make electric drive trains and electric vehicles in California.  Renault-Nissan is establishing recharging infrastructure around the US, including Tennessee; Oregon; Sonoma County and San Diego, CA; and Phoenix and Tucson, AZ.  It is also setting up infrastructure in Japan, Israel, Denmark, Portugal, Monaco, the UK, France, Switzerland, Ireland, China and Hong Kong.  Meanwhile, Mitsubishi is working with New Zealand on its own electric car pilot
	For more, see www.environmentalleader.com/2009/07/14/study-predicts-market-dominance-for-electric-cars-by-2030/.
	

