New Electric Vehicle Car-Sharing Program Evie Debuts in Twin Cities
by Katie Galioto
Feb. 2, 2022 – 100 matching electric vehicles are rolling into the Twin Cities, as part of a new car-sharing program that officials say is the 1st in the country powered entirely by renewable energy.  Evie Carshare will eventually bring 171 electric vehicles and 70 charging stations to St. Paul and Minneapolis.
The white-and-green Chevy Bolts have been leased by the city of St. Paul.  It teamed up with the city of Minneapolis, non-profit Hourcar and Xcel Energy to launch the $12 million project.  It will also install 70 new electric vehicle charging stations across the Twin Cities....
Evie Car-Share Program Debuts in Twin Cities
Users can park the electric car-share vehicles on the street anywhere within the designated "home area."  It stretches over 35 square miles, from north Minneapolis to the East Side of St. Paul.  As part of the program, 5 new electric vehicle charging spots opened for public use Wednesday.  The Twin Cities plan to install 65 more stations by fall….
The program will be the Twin Cities' 1st 1-way car-sharing service sinceCar2Go pulled its Smart cars in 2016, saying the state's rental car taxes are too high.
"The service territory for the new program isn't going to be the entire city, but a much broader part of the city with a real focus on serving more of our lower-income communities and communities of color," said Russ Stark, St. Paul's chief resilience officer.
An Hourcar team will monitor and move vehicles, to make sure they are charged and evenly dispersed in the cities.  Stark said drivers will be able to earn Hourcar credits if they return cars to charging stations.
To sign up for the service through Hourcar, drivers must be at least 18 and have had a valid driver's license for at least a year.  They can't have any major traffic violations for the last 3 years or drug- or alcohol-related violations for the last 7 years.  It can take 1 or 2 business days for an Hourcar applications to receive approval, CEO Paul Schroeder said.
"We are trying to make clean transportation options more equitably accessible for all residents of the Twin Cities," Schroeder said.
Once registered, drivers can use Hourcar's app, website or hotline to search for available Evie cars nearby.  They can use the app or a Metro Transit Go-To Card to start and end a trip, which is billed by the minute (with additional discounts for hour-long or day-long trips).
Rates vary from 18 to 30¢ per minute based on a user's membership plan.  Stark said the program was designed to be "revenue neutral," making just enough to cover the costs of electricity and the maintenance of equipment.
The Evie fleet is expected to grow to 171 later this year.  By fall, the Twin Cities expect to grow their number of public charging ports by 50%, as more of their EV Spot Network comes online.
Those 70 spots will each have 4 on-street spaces to charge 4 vehicles: 2 reserved for Evies and 2 for privately owned electric vehicles.  5 of the new stations opened in Minneapolis and St. Paul on Wednesday.
"A car-sharing company can be an immediate anchor tenant for cities that are looking to build out EV infrastructure," Schroeder said.  "What we want to do is jumpstart the adoption of these vehicles by folks who are looking to purchase them, as well as making them available for folks who are not looking to purchase a car right now."
Most of the ports will be set up for level 2 charging, though a handful will be equipped with the quicker DC fast chargers.
Funding for the program came from federal and regional grants, philanthropy and both cities.
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