9th Circuit Throws Out Youth Climate Case
by Jon Queally
Jan. 18, 2020 – In a ruling taken as a devastating blow for climate campaigners worldwide, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in the United States on Friday afternoon threw out a lawsuit brought by 21 youth plaintiffs who accused the U.S. government of failing its constitutional mandate - by refusing to act urgently and responsibly to address the existential threat of human-caused global warming.
"It is as if an asteroid were barreling toward Earth and the government decided to shut down our only defenses.  Seeking to quash this suit, the government bluntly insists that it has the absolute and unreviewable power to destroy the Nation," Judge Josephine Staton wrote.  "My colleagues throw up their hands, concluding that this case presents nothing fit for the Judiciary. wrote Staton in a scathing dissent opinion.
The 2-1 majority ruling, written by Circuit Court Judge Andrew Hurwitz, stated that, while the panel was convinced by the narrative set forth in the lawsuit—agreeing the climate crisis has brought the world close to the "eve of destruction" and that "the government's contribution to climate change is not simply a result of inaction"—it ultimately and "reluctantly concluded that the plaintiffs' case must be made to the political branches or to the electorate at large."
"This is far from over." - Julia Olson, Our Children's Trust.  The case at issue, Juliana vs. United States, has been seen as a potential landmark case, not just domestically but across the globe.  And while the 3-member panel of the 9th Circuit—notably seen as one of the country's most liberal-minded circuit courts—agreed with the plaintiff's argument that the U.S. government has operated as a barrier to climate action, it concluded the courts were not the appropriate avenue for their complaint.
Ken Kimmell, president of the Union of Concerned Scientists, said the decision only "underscores the climate policy paralysis" that exists in the nation's governing bodies—from the courts to the White House to Congress and back again.  "In a functional democracy, communities facing catastrophic flooding, heat waves and other climate impacts would be able to press elected officials to comprehensively and effectively cut the emissions of heat-trapping gases and reduce the massive harm that we are experiencing now and will experience in the future," Kimmell said.
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