Cut Carbon through Innovation, Not Regulation
by Sen. John Barasso (R-WY)
Dec. 18, 2018 – Leaders from nearly 200 countries met in Katowice, Poland, last week.  They agreed to rules to carry out the Paris climate accord.  Now that the 22,000 delegates have returned home, there are 3 truths they need to recognize to make actual progress in the hard work of lowering CO2 emissions across the globe.
The 1st is, the climate is changing and we, collectively, have a responsibility to do something about it.  2nd, the United States and the world will continue to rely on affordable and abundant fossil fuels, including coal, to power our economies for decades to come.  3rd, innovation, not new taxes or punishing global agreements, is the ultimate solution.
People across the world are rejecting the idea that carbon taxes and raising the cost of energy is the answer to lowering emissions.  In France, the government just suspended a planned fuel tax increase, after some of its citizens took to the streets in protest.  In the United States, the results of November elections showed that these plans and other government interventions are just as unpopular. 
Voters in Washington State rejected the creation of an expensive tax on carbon emissions.  In Colorado, a ballot measure to severely restrict drilling was defeated.  In Arizona, voters rejected a mandate to make the state’s utilities much more dependent on renewable energy by 2030 — regardless of the cost to consumers.  All 3 of these states elected liberal Democrats to Congress on election night.
The United States is currently on track to reduce emissions to 17% below 2005 levels by 2025, according to one recent analysis.  That’s roughly 2/3 of the way to the original United States target under the Paris climate agreement.
The nation is leading the way not because of punishing regulations, restrictive laws or carbon taxes, but because of innovation and advanced technology, especially in the energy sector.
Over the past decade, American energy-related CO2 emissions have been falling.  Technology breakthroughs have led to an American energy renaissance and a growing economy.  As our economy has strengthened, we have lowered emissions.
While the United States cut its emissions in 2017, global emissions moved in the opposite direction.  Emission levels increased in China and India, and even rose in the European Union.
Making energy as clean as we can, as fast as we can, without raising costs to consumers, will be accomplished through investment, invention and innovation.
As chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, I am working across party lines to support the development of new technologies that will further decrease America’s carbon emissions.
Nuclear energy is produced with zero carbon emissions.  It has been a source of clean, affordable and reliable power for decades. Nuclear energy provides more than twice the global electricity of wind power and more than 5 times the amount of solar energy.
Washington needs to make it simpler for innovators who are building state-of-the-art nuclear reactors.  These advancements in nuclear energy will create jobs, lower costs and contribute to America’s energy security without additional carbon emissions.
Groundbreaking new research in the area of carbon utilization to turn emissions into productive commodities, and even direct air capture of CO2 from the atmosphere, also hold keys to major emission reductions.  We have made meaningful progress on bipartisan legislation to help researchers engaged in cutting-edge carbon capture and utilization technologies.
The legislation supports efforts to find profitable uses for the captured CO2.  The legislation will also simplify the process for building CO2 pipelines, so that we can safely move the gas to where it is needed.
A leading commercial use of captured CO2 is a process called enhanced oil recovery.  By injecting CO2 into an otherwise unproductive well, oil can be economically extracted.  This is good for the environment and the economy — producing more American energy and sequestering CO2 underground.
In addition to being used for enhanced oil recovery, carbon has the potential to be repurposed in building materials, medical supplies and manufactured goods.
Citizens around the world will continue to reject climate policies that cost them personally, either by direct taxation or by undermining the competitiveness of their own economies.  The sooner the world’s leaders accept this reality, the sooner we will be able to put new and lasting solutions in place.
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