Dems’ Recess Game Plan: Push Climate Message
by Andrew Restuccia
July 26, 2013 - The White House, congressional Democrats and their allies are plotting an August recess offensive to promote President Barack Obama’s climate change plan and head off Republican opposition.  The full-court press shows that liberals have learned from past August congressional recesses, when Republicans, aided by the tea party, out-organized Democrats and managed to demonize cap and trade and blame them for high gas prices.
“The Democrats should seize the opportunity to contrast themselves with the nihilistic House Republicans by advocating solutions to these challenges — including climate change,” said Daniel Weiss, senior fellow and director of climate strategy for the Center for American Progress Action Fund.
The strategy is 2-fold. First, liberals hope to better articulate the threats posed by climate change to the average citizen, including sea level rise, drought and wildfires. Second, they plan to call out Republicans in Congress who are skeptical about climate change science.
The president’s climate change plan includes a range of measures to limit greenhouse gas emissions, including new Environmental Protection Agency regulations for power plants.
Organizing for Action, the successor to Obama’s campaign arm, is planning a “national action” day Aug. 13, which will focus on climate change.  Ivan Frishberg, climate change campaign manager at OFA, said the group is organizing events in the states and districts of the 135 lawmakers it has labeled “climate deniers,” as part of the action day.  The events are aimed at “holding them accountable” for questioning climate science, he said.  “With these folks, it’s hard to get to a conversation about solutions, when they deny the science,” Frishberg said.
OFA’s strategy is designed to show lawmakers who oppose measures to tackle climate change that there is support for the president’s plan.  “This is a chance for people at the grass-roots and the local level to say, ‘Yes, that’s what we want,’” Frishberg said.
The Obama administration has launched its own campaign to sell the climate plan, with the president dispatching key members of his administration — including newly confirmed EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, and Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz — to take part in “an aggressive outreach effort,” a White House official said in an email.  “[I]n the coming weeks and months you will continue to see the President, senior officials, and members of the Energy Cabinet, highlight the importance of this plan for our public health and our ability to prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters such as floods, wildfires and hurricanes,” according to the official.
Starting next week, McCarthy will begin traveling around the country to discuss the importance of acting on climate change.  The White House official said her schedule includes speeches, media events and meetings with outside groups — all of which will be promoted heavily on social media.  The official added that McCarthy will begin meeting with states soon, to discuss the agency’s pending climate regulations.
Meanwhile, White House energy adviser Heather Zichal has been making the rounds on Capitol Hill this month, briefing Senate and House Democrats on the details of the plan and strategizing about how best to sell the president’s climate agenda.  Democrats who attended the closed-door meetings say Obama and his allies will focus on building support for the climate plan at the local level, by explaining how communities will be affected by climate change.
“The public education [and] public information piece is critical,” Rep. Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.), co-chairman of the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition, said last week after meeting with Zichal. “Not only does the public have the right to know, but it’s essential that they do know, because inaction here can allow very bad things to happen.”
Democrats in both chambers are organizing climate change events around the country during the recess.  A Democratic leadership aide said House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and House Democrats are working with OFA and outside groups to promote the president’s agenda broadly, while Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer told POLITICO she is organizing a “climate trip” around California during the recess.  “I’m going to some of the communities that are experiencing wildfires due to climate,” Boxer said.
An official at one major environmental group said the green community will work overtime during the recess to tout the president’s plan.  But the official declined to offer details because they are still being finalized.  A coalition of environmental and local groups called the Climate Action Campaign has already launched a summer bus tour aimed at building support for the president’s plan that will snake through Nebraska, Ohio, Missouri and other states.
Other Democrats are already pointing to the devastating wildfires that have ravaged much of the Western United States, as a symptom of a warming planet.  “The West is being devastated by wildfires,” Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid told reporters last week.  “Millions of acres are burning — millions of acres have burned. … Why?  Because the climate has changed.”
But Republicans are working on an August recess strategy of their own. Their plan focuses more on energy and largely avoids a discussion of climate change, though individual lawmakers are certain to go after the president’s plan on their own.  The House Republican Conference has distributed a 31-page August recess messaging guide to GOP lawmakers called “Fighting Washington for All Americans.”  It makes no explicit mention of climate change, but it encourages Republicans to hold events with constituents focused on “energy independence” and “reining in red tape.”
For example, it recommends that lawmakers set up a tour of an energy production facility.  “As Congress continues to debate an all-American energy plan, this event will feature the district’s own natural resources and highlight the innovation taking place at home,” the document says.  “The Member will visit a local energy production facility, learn about the technology being utilized, and use the experience to promote a discussion on the jobs — and energy independence — that will be created by producing more domestic energy and promoting an ‘all-of-the-above’ energy solution.”
A Senate aide said Republicans in the upper chamber will most likely focus on energy and the Keystone XL oil pipeline during the recess.
While Republicans in Congress aren’t likely to specifically home in on climate change, some outside groups are preparing to take direct aim at the president’s plan.  The American Energy Alliance, for example, will criticize the president’s plan on Facebook and Twitter. And the group is considering organizing a digital or tele-town hall with its supporters that will outline what the group says are the negative consequences of the plan.
www.politico.com/story/2013/07/dems-recess-game-plan-push-climate-message-94773.html#ixzz2aaFYTrj2
