European Parliament Members Back Air Pollution Limits
by Vince Chadwick
Oct. 28, 2015 – The European Parliament risked incurring the wrath of farmers, when it voted Wednesday in favor of caps on ammonia and methane emissions, as part of planned EU air pollution limits.
MEPs voted to exempt enteric methane, emitted by animals, but kept the limits on methane and ammonia, most of which comes from fertilizer and manure.  Those limits had been strongly opposed by agriculture groups, who said they would be forced to cut production to meet the targets.
Liberal Democrat MEP Catherine Bearder welcomed the “ambitious” limits on air pollution, which she said “causes 10 times more deaths each year than traffic accidents.”
The Parliament text supports emissions reduction targets for 6 air pollutants for each member state by 2030, plus binding interim targets for 2025.  The targets reflect the European Commission’s initial proposal, not the more ambitious goals proposed by the Parliament’s environment committee.  They must now be negotiated with the Commission and member countries.
Mercury emissions, which come largely from coal-fired power plants, were also removed from the environment committee’s text.  The Parliament called on the Commission to carry out an impact assessment before returning with new proposals.
Seb Dance, from the Socialists & Democrats group, whose MEPs voted in favor of the measures, said “the agriculture sector should play its part,” calling the ammonia limits “both necessary and fair.”
Green MEP Bas Eickhout said “thankfully, MEPs faced down the farm lobby and voted not to exempt important agricultural pollutants, like methane and ammonia.  Research shows agricultural pollutants are the #1 cause of air pollution, even in urban areas, and it is crucial this sector is not let off the hook.”
The European Environmental Bureau, however, expressed disappointment that the environment committee text, which they claimed would have prevented 42,800 more premature deaths every year than the Commission’s proposal by 2025, was not adopted.
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