Jeb Bush Avoids Criticizing Pope, Acknowledges Global Warming Threat 
by Joshua Lott?
June 18, 2015: Washington, Iowa – On Wednesday, Jeb Bush backed away from criticizing Pope Francis on climate change.  But he did offer a stronger assertion than many of his Republican presidential rivals - that global warming is a threat and that the federal government should address it.
“I’m a Catholic and try to follow the teachings of the church,’’ Mr. Bush said, when asked about a leaked draft of a papal encyclical calling for governments to act forcefully on global warming.
He did not dismiss the pope’s authority on the subject or question the established science of human-caused climate change, as he had seemed to do Tuesday in New Hampshire.  Then he said that the science on climate change was “not complete.”  He also said Tuesday, “I don’t get economic policy from my bishops or my cardinals or my pope.’’
The draft of the encyclical – a document laying out the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church — follows scientific consensus that global warming is a threat, especially to the world’s poor.  It calls on governments to reduce carbon emissions.
In recent months, Mr. Bush has framed a more centrist position on climate change than most of the Republican presidential field, or than earlier in his career.  While not embracing President Obama’s efforts to limit carbon emissions from power plants, Mr. Bush said the federal government should “create incentives for adapting to this.’’
“I live in Miami, a place where this will have an impact over the long haul,’’ he told reporters on Wednesday after a campaign appearance in eastern Iowa.  “And I think we need to develop a consensus about how to approach this, without hollowing out our industrial core, without taking jobs away from people, without creating more hardship for the middle class of this country.’’
He expressed optimism about addressing global warming.  “I believe there are technological solutions for just about everything, and I’m sure there’s one for this as well,” Mr. Bush said.
Many Republican candidates, including Mr. Bush’s fellow Floridian, Senator Marco Rubio, acknowledge climate change, but deny that human activity is responsible or that the government should get involved.
Mr. Bush campaigned in Iowa on Wednesday, after he formally announced his candidacy on Monday and visited New Hampshire on Tuesday.  He seemed to want to avoid any more headlines that he was critical of the pope.  “I think Pope Francis is an extraordinary leader of the church, whose teachings I try to follow,’’ he said on Wednesday.  “It doesn’t need to get any more complicated than that.  That’s why I go to Mass.  I don’t go to Mass for economic policy or for things in politics.’’
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