Sarkozy Sparks Storm, Sayings Man 'Not Sole Cause' of Climate Change
by Henry Samuel
Sept. 15, 2016: Paris – Nicolas Sarkozy was accused of "dragging France 15 years backwards" on climate, for insisting that man is not "the sole cause" of global warming.
The 61-year-old ex-President is on the campaign trail, ahead of primaries in November in his Republicans party.  Opinion polls suggest he has closed the gap with the current favorite, Alain Juppé. 
On Wednesday night, in a speech at a business institute, Mr Sarkozy said: "We had a conference on climate (the historic COP 21 summit in Paris earlier in December in which ambitious new targets to cut global warming were agreed)."
"People talked a lot about climate change.  That's very interesting, but the climate has been changing for the past 4.5 billion years.  Man is not the sole cause of this change."
His main party rival, Mr Juppé, for his part, said he was "convinced that human activity bears a heavy responsibility in the production of greenhouse gases and thus in global warming.  To deny this is to deny reality," he said.
The Socialist government slammed his comment as a "serious strategic error".  Emmanuel Cosse, the housing minister, said: "Sarkozy is dragging us 15 years backwards."  Barbara Pompili, minister in charge of biodiversity accused the right-winger of being "regressive and retrograde".
Besides criticism from politicians, climate expert Valérie Masson-Delmotte, who is part of the prestigious Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change, expressed her "deep concern" at his comments.  "In 2009, Mr  Sarkozy gave a speech at the UN saying the scientific conclusions were clear and it was urgent to act."  She added, "Our developed societies have been built on a pact between scientists and politicians," suggesting he was flouting this pact.  "The influence of man on climate change has been clearly established.  There is no doubt that the level of green house gases is down to our activity….  The scientific evidence is there, it is solid, and it was transmitted to Nicolas Sarkozy in 2007 (when he was elected president)."
Mr Sarkozy has irked environmentalists by suggesting France should be open to drilling for shale gas.
However, Luc Chatel, an MP and Sarkozy supporter, played down the fuss as a "false controversy”, as he was merely pointing out an "edifying truth", namely that "the climate has been evolving since the origin of man, that's a reality."
The ex-President has tacked right in his primary campaign, making a string of statements designed to woo wavering far-right voters.  The tactic appears to be working, as a poll out on Thursday suggested he was closing in on Mr Juppé, despite calls by a state prosecutor in recent days for the former leader to stand trial over funding irregularities in his failed 2012 re-election bid.  Mr Sarkozy dismissed the allegations as "shameful.”  He said he wouldn't be deterred from running in the Presidential race.
The Harris poll showed Mr Sarkozy and Mr Juppe tied on 37% of voter support, in the November 20 party primary 1st round.  Mr Juppé's support increased to 52% in a run-off 2nd round, according to the poll.
While Mr Juppé remains the favorite among the broad constituency of centrist and center-right voters, Mr Sarkozy holds a comfortable lead among the party faithful.  The primary vote is open to anyone willing to pay €2 and sign a document that they adhere to the values of the center-right, suggesting turnout will be a key factor.
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