Survey Reveals Countries Where Citizens Don’t Want Climate Change Action
June 9, 2015 – A new survey has revealed some of the governments which face the most public opposition to climate change action, with a surprising result for Australia.  
The YouGov online survey of 15 countries around the world reveals widespread public support for action, ahead of the Paris talks in December, which could deliver the most significant deal on climate change in history.
While some believe a worldwide deal could be humanity’s last chance to avoid the worst effects of climate change, agreement could be derailed by public sentiment in the United States and Britain.
Both countries report a surprisingly high % of the population who disagree with signing any international agreement to address climate change.
In the US, the opposition was as high as 17%.  This was followed by Norway on 10%, Sweden (8%) and Britain (7%).
There was also a huge difference between the world’s 2 biggest emitters of greenhouse gases.  While the US figures showed substantial opposition to action, only 1% of the Chinese population disagreed with signing an agreement on climate change.
About 60% of those in China also believed the country should take a leadership role in tackling climate change, the highest of the countries surveyed.  In contrast, only 44% of those living in the US thought they should lead action.
In Australia, 59% believed the country should take a leadership role, while only 3% disagreed with supporting an international agreement.
Even though Australians voted for the Abbott Government in 2013, giving it a mandate to axe the carbon tax, about 67% surveyed last month thought the country was not doing enough to tackle climate change.  This compared with 51% in the US, and 86% in China.
Australia and China’s support for climate action seem to reflect general concerns in the Asia-Pacific, where opposition to an international agreement was extremely low, in a region especially vulnerable to sea-level rise and extreme weather.  In China, the online survey results likely reflect concerns from those who live in cities, as they are more likely to use the internet and be impacted by high levels of pollution.
In Europe and North America, the survey was weighted to be representative of all adults but in the Asia-Pacific it was weighted to be representative of the adult online population.
Last year, the Chinese government declared “war” on pollution, after figures showed just 3 out of the 74 cities monitored by the government met a new air quality standard, a figure which set off alarm bells over growing health concerns.  Last year, the Chinese government announced it will close coal-fired power plants and other coal facilities by 2020 in 6 of its capital districts.  Researchers believe heavy air pollution from coal burning could be leading to shorter lifespans in northern China.
Citizens who don’t agree to any international agreement on climate change:
United States 17%, Norway 10%, Sweden 8%, Finland 8%, Great Britain 7%, Germany 4%, Denmark 4%, France 3%, Australia 3%, Indonesia 1%, Singapore 1%, China 1%, Hong Kong 1%, Malaysia 1%, and Thailand 1%
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