U.N. Chief Says We May Not Be Too Late on Global Warming
by Gene Fry
	September 25, 2007 - Yesterday, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon did not pull any punches.  “If we take action now, it may not be too late,” he said carefully.
	“The science has made it quite clear.  The impact has been felt seriously around the world.  Now only lacking largely is a political will,” said Ban.  “As a human being, a whole international community is standing at the very critically important juncture. Whether or not we address this issue properly and collectively, the whole future of our generation and planet Earth will depend.”  Global warming will be a priority of his tenure at the United Nations.  He deems it a matter of the greatest gravity.
	Some scientists are writing books and saying in public that they believe this crisis is so serious that if humanity goes on with business as usual,  it could seriously lead to the collapse of civilization, even in the lifetime of today's children.  Ban said “I think that is a correct assessment.  People say that action should have been taken yesterday.  If we take action today, it may not be too late.”
	Ban had worked hard to convene yesterday’s meeting, with the largest group of heads of state and government ever held to debate the problem of global warming.  Notably absent at the all-day meeting was President George Bush, of the host country, the United States.  For years Bush has cast doubt on the vitrtually unanimous scientific consensus that dangerous global warming is under way and is caused largely by humans.
Bush did, however, meet in a closed-door dinner with Ban after the meeting.  At the informal dinner were the leaders of the biggest emitters, most vulnerable, and important negotiators.  There Ban sought a candid and frank exchange of views.  He hoped it would lead to taking responsibility future generations and planet Earth.
	The United States was long been the biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, but China passed the US in 2006, fueled by a boom in coal-fired power plants.  The Chinese will not impose strict carbon emission caps on themselves until the US takes the lead.  The UN chief agrees: the US must set the example if humanity is to have any chance of controlling the problem.  “I need American leadership…. America is the biggest emitter…. United States and other industrialized countries should demonstrate their political leadership, a historical leadership…. They are the greatest emitters, which have been making these problems. They should feel more responsibility on this.”
	For more, see, for example, http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/GlobalWarming/story?id=3645491&page=1.

