US Plans New Truck Emission Rules
June 19, 2015 – US regulators have proposed new plans for trucks and vans, to cut emissions as part of a drive to cut pollution.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) wants the industry to cut CO2 emissions by 24% by 2027, through building more efficient models.
It says the new standards would reduce overall fuel costs by $170 billion and oil consumption by up to 1.8 billion barrels over a vehicle's lifetime.  The EPA estimates it would cut total emissions by about 1 billion metric tons.  Medium and heavy-duty vehicles account for about 20% of US gasoline emissions but make up only 5% of road traffic, according to government calculations.
"These efficiency standards are good for the environment and the economy," said the US Transport Secretary Anthony Foxx in a statement.  "When trucks use less fuel, shipping costs go down.  It's good news all around, especially for anyone with an online shopping habit," he continued.
'Unreliable'
Gina McCarthy, chief of the Environmental Protection Agency, added that the rules would deliver "big time" on President Obama's call to cut carbon pollution.
She said they would save consumers, business and truck-owners money, as well as helping to protect Americans' health.
The industry body, the American Trucking Association (ATA), said it was broadly supportive of the move, but that it was concerned that it might lead to new technology being used before it was ready.
"We believe this rule could result in the deployment of certain technologies that do not fully recognize the diversity of our industry and could prove to be unreliable, said Glen Kedzie of the ATA.  "This unreliability could slow not only adoption of these technologies, but the environmental benefits they aim to create."
The rules would be phased in, beginning with models built in 2021, in order to give manufacturers time to adjust.  By 2027 they should all fully meet the standards.
There will be a 2-month public consultation period, with a view to a final version being implemented next year.
www.bbc.com/news/business-33206541
EPA’s Phase 2 Truck Fuel Efficiency Proposal Is Great Start, But Needs More
by Siddiq Khan, ACEEE
June 19, 2015 - The fuel efficiency and greenhouse gas emissions standards, proposed today by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Transportation, would mean major gains in fuel efficiency for heavy-duty vehicles by 2027.  The standards would deliver savings at the pump to truck owners and operators, while reducing freight costs for businesses and for American families.  The heavy-duty program is also a key element of the president's climate action plan.
Yet the proposal falls short of what this program could and should achieve.  ACEEE and others called for a 40% average fuel consumption reduction by 2025, relative to 2010 levels.  Our first take is that the proposed standards would deliver a 36% reduction.  The engine standards, in particular, appear to be weak, achieving only about 4% fuel savings, when they should be achieving over 10%.  The purpose of having a separate engine standard is to set a high bar with a long lead-time, giving manufacturers the certainty to invest in major new technologies, like waste heat recovery.  A 4% reduction in a decade just won't do the job.
The proposal looks stronger in other areas, as in the standards for heavy-duty pickups and vans, though still a bit shy of achievable levels.  It also fills some big gaps in the existing standards.  Trailers will be brought into the program in 2018, which will reduce fuel consumption by up to 8%.  Transmission efficiency and powertrain integration will be credited under the new program, another significant step forward.
We'll be supporting timely finalization of the rule, while seeking to shore up the weaker elements of the proposal during the comment period.  Previously adopted heavy-duty fuel efficiency standards have already helped US companies to advance their leadership globally in truck and engine efficiency technologies.  A strong rule for the 2nd phase of the program will help them consolidate that advantage.
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