'Climate Emergency’: Greenland’s Ice Sheet Melting May Break Record
by Eoin Higgins
July 30, 2019 – “If the ice sheet melts entirely, it would raise global sea levels by almost 23 feet.”-  Amy Goodman
Last week's European heat wave is moving north toward the Arctic, where temperatures could trigger record melting in Greenland and affect sea levels worldwide for millennia. 
That's according to meteorologist Eric Holthaus.  He said on Twitter Monday that the melting event from the heat could result in the loss of 40 billion tons of ice.  "This single heat wave will create a permanent change in our oceans that will linger for millennia," said Holthaus. "We are in a climate emergency."
The heat is an indicator of the climate crisis that can't be ignored, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) tweeted Monday.  The Congresswoman said the crisis makes the case that her Green New Deal legislation needs to be passed as soon as possible, no matter the concerns about it being "too much, too soon."
"Setting climate goals for 2030 isn't due to some arbitrary political rationale—it's there due to scientific consensus," said Ocasio-Cortez.  "Simply put, we must draw down carbon by 2030 to stave off climate disaster on levels yet unseen."
The current spate of Arctic melting may break the record for the region set in 2012.  As BuzzFeed News reported on July 26, Arctic ice is disappearing at a rate higher than ever recorded.  In 2012, the rate was exacerbated by storms that broke up sea ice in the summer, leading to more melting. 
This time, it's heat. 
“Arctic sea ice extent is (again) record low for the day.  The decline will continue until the seasonal minimum is reached in mid-September,” Lars Kaleschke posted on Twitter.
On Monday, CNN talked to Ruth Mottram, a climate scientist with the the Danish Meteorological Institute.  She said the 2019 melt is particularly dangerous.  This year's melt is different from the one in 2012, as it is happening persistently every day rather than in extreme bursts, Mottram noted.
She said that Greenland's ice loss has added an estimated 180 gigatons (billion tons) of water to the oceans since July 1.  This contributes to a global sea level rise of around half a millimeter.
"Summer is coming to the Greenland ice sheet," tweeted climatologist Xavier Fettweis, "resulting to the one of largest melt event (a priori the 2nd one) in the ice sheet history."
On Tuesday, Democracy Now! host Amy Goodman laid out the risk to the planet if the Greenland ice sheet melts and noted the connection of climate change to the rapidly disappearing glaciers on the island.  "If the ice sheet melts entirely, it would raise global sea levels by almost 23 feet," said Goodman.  "Last month was the hottest June ever recorded on Earth, while July is on track to be the hottest month ever."
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