Melting of Andes Glaciers Threatens Andean Countries
Dec. 7, 2014: Lima – Melting the glaciers in the Andes Mountains is a threat to the population of the Andean countries, including Bolivia and Peru, said Nilda Rojas, head of the National Council of Ayllus and Markas of Qullasuyu (CONAMAQ), on Thursday.  “Our glaciers are melting and this has consequences,” Rojas said in an interview with Xinhua on the 4th day of the COP20, or the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), held in Lima, Peru.
The indigenous leader confirmed the reports made by experts of the US scientific and educational institution National Geographic Society.  The National Geographic Society warned about the vulnerability of the Andean countries over the effects of climate change, especially countries such as Bolivia, Peru and Chile, which have high snow-covered mountains and tropical weather.
Rojas said these glaciers have supplied water to the Andean people for thousands of years, but because of global warming, these water sources are drying out.  “Due to this situation of the Andean glaciers, we are in danger, because they are not only the source of our drinking water, but also water used to irrigate our farming land,” she said.
Rojas, who is part of the Bolivian delegation in the COP20 together, with 10,000 other participants from around the world, expressed her concerns on behalf of the indigenous peoples from Bolivia and the other Andean countries, about the effects of climate change.  According to a report issued by the Center for Ecology and Andean People (CEPA), the glacier of Sajama might completely disappear in the next 20 years, an irreversible process of the Earth’s global warming.
“Today we can not drink fresh water of the Sajama’s glacier any more; instead we have to turn to the water of a small river polluted by toxic substances leaked from nearby factories,” she said.
Rojas said that the people living on the slopes of the Andes Mountains, as well as their livestock, are suffering from health problems because the sources of fresh water are diminishing.  “Polluted water with mercury and other toxic substances is making our livestock sick.  Some are born with deformities.  Pollution and climate change have terrible consequences,” Rojas added.  She said that the consequences of pollution in people can be seen in the gastric system, and it also adversely affects the children’s growth and learning capacity.
CONAMAQ, together with other tens of indigenous organizations from Peru, Colombia, Guatemala, Ecuador and other Latin American countries, urged the world leaders to adopt concrete measures to mitigate climate change, for the sake of human race, not only for the indigenous people.  “We demand the governments help us reverse the melting process of the Sajama glacier.  Natural disasters do not discriminate and the victims are both indigenous and non-indigenous people,” Rojas said.  The Sajama glacier is located in the Sajama National Park, in Bolivia’s Oruro province.
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