77–80% of New US Power Capacity Came from Solar & Wind in 2020
by Zachary Shahan
Feb. 15, 2021 – According to new data from the U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) — data derived from Velocity Suite, ABB Inc. and The C Three Group LLC — solar power and wind power accounted for 77.1% of new utility-scale power capacity in the United States in 2020.  Adding in a CleanTechnica estimate for rooftop solar power capacity, that % rises to 80.1%.
Excluding rooftop or small-scale solar power, another 1% of power capacity came from other renewable energy sources and 21.8% came from natural gas.  But with CleanTechnica’s estimate for rooftop/small-scale solar power, natural gas accounted for 18.9% of new US power capacity in 2020.
In December, 99% of new power capacity came from solar and wind power, while natural gas contributed 1% of new power capacity across the country.
Considering politics for a moment, recall that Donald Trump said he’d revive the coal industry.  In actuality, there was no stopping market forces and the coal industry continually collapsed under Trump, including in the last year of his Presidency.  However, while coal did continue to decline and renewable energy — most notably solar and wind — rose, the growth of solar and wind power slowed under the Trump administration, which had several fossil fuel industry insiders running major US departments — the Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, and Department of Interior.  Under President Biden, solar and wind power are expected to grow faster again.  The point is not to beat 80% of new power capacity coming from solar and wind, as much as it is to increasingly retire fossil fuel power plants, while using more and more electricity from renewable energy sources.
Total installed power capacity is the US as of December 2020 was natural gas (539.56 MW), coal (239.24), wind (119.67), nuclear (104.32), solar (52.58), oil (39.21), biomass (15.64), and other (6.0).
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