Italy’s Electricity Down 3.4%.  1/3 Comes from Renewables (7.2% Solar)
by Leonardo Berlen
January 17, 2014 - Data from the last Terna Monthly Report of 2013 shows Italy's annual electricity demand fell to 317.1 TeraWatt-hours (TWh), from 328.2 TWh in 2012, a reduction of 11 TWh or 3.4% (or 3.1% since 2012 was a leap year).  Electricity from renewable sources, 106.8 TWh, accounts for 38.5% of national production and 33.7% of demand.  Photovoltaic, with 22.1 TWh, covers 7% of the demand, a world record.
2012's demand in turn was 2.8% below 2011's, at 334.6 TWh.  Thus, demand fell 5.2% over 2 years.  December 2013 was the 16th month running iwith a decrease in month-on-month electricity consumption.
Net production of 277.4 TWh in 2013 was 3.6% lower than in 2012.  Moreover, net imports fell 2.2%  to 42.1 TWh, against 43.1 TWh in 2012.
The economic crisis and a stall in the country's production are summed up in the electricity demand data, according to Terna's regions of Italy.  Of the 8 macro areas, electricity demand fell in 7 in 2013.  In Piedmont and Central Italy, the fall was significant.  It was especially so in Sardinia (-16.4% compared to 2012).  The only increase was in Lombardy.
Thermal-electricity production fell 12% from 2012, by 25 TWh.  It was as if at least 7 combined-cycle power stations, each of 700-800 MW,  had simultaneously closed down.
Apart from the fairly stable production of geothermal electricity, the other technologies are growing at double-figure rates: hydro +21.4%; photovoltaic +18.9; and wind +11.6%.
106.8 TWh of electricity generated from renewable sources includes about 12 TWh from biomass.  In all, more than 1/3 of kiloWatt hours used in Italy today is produced by clean sources.  Photovoltaic energy, 22.1 TWh, covers 7% of the demand, a world record, and 8% of production.  Overall, electricity from renewable sources has increased by about 15.5% from 2012.
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