Louisiana Biofuels Projects Help Spur Nationwide Green Jobs Growth
by Jennifer Larino
Nov. 6, 2014 - Louisiana added 225 jobs in the biofuels industry during the 3rd quarter, ranking alongside states such as Texas and Connecticut for clean energy job growth, according to the latest Environmental Entrepreneurs report.  The report, which tracks jobs announcements tied to solar, wind, energy-efficient recycling and other green projects, ranked Louisiana 8th in the nation for clean energy job creation during the quarter.  Environmental Entrepreneurs has tracked just 5,000 job announcements related to wind projects so far this year, less than half the amount reported in 2012. 
Louisiana's clean energy jobs are linked to 2 planned biofuels projects: Cool Planet Energy Systems' $56 million plant in Alexandria and a $60 million Virdia plant in Lafourche Parish.  Cool Planet’s plant will convert non-food biomass into gasoline, jet fuel, and soil enhancing CoolTerra biochar.  Virdia’s proprietary CASE process cost-effectively extracts highly refined sugars and lignin from a variety of cellulosic feedstocks.  Its outputs lead to biochemicals, biofuels, plastics and carbon fibers, plus nutritional supplements for food and feed.
Environmental Entrepreneurs, an affiliate of the Natural Resources Defense Council, has been tracking clean energy and clean transportation job announcements reported by companies and the media since 2011.  According to the report, companies announced 18,035 new jobs in 23 states during the 3rd quarter.
Nevada led the nation with 6,556 planned clean energy jobs.  Electric car manufacturer Tesla chose to build a new car battery factory in Reno.  The plant will be completed in 2020.  New York and California rounded out the top 3, attracting an array of solar and wind investments.
In Louisiana, Cool Planet is moving forward with construction plans for its production plant at the Port of Alexandria.  The Colorado-based company wants to turn wood chips and other organic waste from the state's lumber industry into fuel.  It also wants to sell a byproduct of its production process it says can enhance crops.  Cool Planet expects to start producing by early 2016.
Virdia Inc., a subsidiary of Stora Enso, a Finnish paper and packaging manufacturer, will convert sugar cane waste into industrial sugars and biofuels at a new facility in Raceland, La.  The plant is slated to be complete by late 2016.
The report says clean energy jobs have seen steady gains across the nation, though the expiration of certain solar, wind and energy efficiency tax credits could slow some of that growth.  Tax credits for wind energy production expired at the end of 2013. 
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