Salazar: wind power could replace coal
	April 16, 2009: Atlantic City, N.J. - Windmills off the East Coast could generate enough electricity to replace most, if not all, the coal-fired power plants in the United States, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said yesterday.
But those numbers were challenged as "overly optimistic" by a coal industry group, which noted that half the nation's electricity currently comes from coal-fired power plants.
	The secretary spoke at a public hearing in Atlantic City on how the nation's offshore areas can be tapped to meet America's energy needs.  "The idea that wind energy has the potential to replace most of our coal-burning power today is a very real possibility," he said. "It is not technology that is pie in the sky; it is here and now."
	Offshore energy production, however, might not be limited to wind power, Salazar said.  A moratorium on offshore oil drilling has expired, and President Obama and Congress must decide whether to allow drilling off the East Coast.  "We know there are some people who want us to close the door on that," he said.  "We need to look at all forms of energy as we move forward into a new energy frontier."
	Salazar said ocean winds along the East Coast can generate 1 million MegaWatts of power, roughly the equivalent of 3,000 medium-sized coal-fired power plants, or nearly 5 times the number of coal plants now operating in the United States, according to the Energy Department.
	Salazar made no mention of Cape Wind, a 130-turbine wind farm proposed for Nantucket Sound that in January received a favorable final environmental review from the Minerals Management Service, a part of the Interior Department.
	Kendra Barkoff, spokeswoman for Salazar, said that he was still reviewing the project, and there was no timetable for his decision on whether the project can go forward.  Salazar could not estimate how many windmills might be needed to generate 1 million MW of power. He said it would depend on their size and how far from the coast they were.
	Jason Hayes, a spokesman for the American Coal Council, said he was puzzled by Salazar's projections.  He said wind power plants face roadblocks, including local opposition, concerns about their impact on wildlife, and problems in efficiently transmitting power from far offshore.  "It really is a stretch," he said of Salazar's estimate. "How you put that many new [wind] plants up, especially in deep water, is confusing.  "Even if you could do what he said, you still need to deal with the fact that the best wind plants generate power about 30% of the time. There's got to be something to back that up."
	Yesterday's hearing was hosted by Salazar.  It was the 1st of 4 to be held around the country to discuss how energy resources including oil, gas, wind, and waves should be utilized as the new administration formulates its energy policy.  It was held at the Atlantic City Convention Center, whose roof-mounted solar energy panels are the largest in the nation.
	Salazar said it is essential that the nation fully exploit renewable energy resources to reduce its reliance on imported oil.
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