'Unprecedented' Flooding Event in Detroit Fits Global Warming Pattern
by Andrew Freedman
August 11, 2014 – Detroit received 4.57 inches of rain in just a few hours on Monday, breaking its record for that date and coming in 2nd place for the all-time wettest calendar day, behind a 4.74 inch deluge in July of 1925.  The heavy rain — which included more than an inch of rain falling in just 24 minutes — led to some of the most widespread flash flooding on record in the Motor City.
Every major interstate was affected by the flooding, which longtime weather forecasters in the area called an unprecedented event.  Several major roadways, including portions of Interstate 94, Interstate 75, and Interstate 696 remained closed as of Tuesday morning.  The floods led to numerous high water rescues.  At least one death is being blamed on the flash flooding.
"In about 140 years of record-keeping, only one day in Detroit was wetter," WXYZ Detroit reported.  But "considering how the metro area has changed since [that day in] 1925, this may have been the most serious flooding event ever recorded in Detroit."
According to The Weather Channel, Detroit residents abandoned 1,000 cars overnight due to the high waters, while others spent a long night in their cars, penned in by floods ahead and behind them.
The Michigan State Police announced it has sent dive teams to search cars for bodies at the bottom of inundated freeways, but no one had been reported missing.
“We’ve got a lot going on.  It’s not just the water on the roads.  We can’t clean up the roads, we’ve got to get the cars off the roads,” said Michigan Department of Transportation spokesperson Diane Cross, in an interview with the Detroit Free Press.  She said the pumping systems used to keep water from piling up on roadways were simply "overwhelmed" by the pace and amount of rainfall.
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