1st ‘Big Heat Event' Melts Australian Temperature Records
by Peter Hannam
Oct. 27, 2014 - Australia's 1st major heat wave of the warming season has broken temperature records across the nation, almost 2 months before summer officially starts.  On Saturday, the country experienced its warmest October day, in records going back to 1910, with average maximums across the nation reaching 36.39°C, according to the Bureau of Meteorology.  The previous record for October was set on the 31st of the month in 1988, at 36.31°C.
Sunday's heat was almost as fierce as Saturday's, according to preliminary figures.
The heat wave set October daily maximum temperature records at more than 20 stations, but the duration of the warmth was also exceptional, a bureau spokesman said.  "These are all occurring generally about a week early and the extent is longer than observed before," the spokesman said.
NSW has experienced some of the most unusual heat, with 10% of the state already reporting the most number of October days above 35°C.
Broken Hill had previously posted only 3 days in a row of 35°C or warmer weather in October: in 1990.  5 such consecutive days occurred during the past week's event, the bureau said.
The north-western NSW town of Wanaaring, with reliable records going back to 1884, posted 8 days of 35° heat, eclipsing a tally of 7 set in 1997.
Climate experts say Australia's summer is starting earlier and lasting longer, with the peak of heat waves also becoming more intense.  Global warming, caused by an increase of greenhouse factors, is increasing the likelihood that heat records will continue to tumble at a much faster rate than for cold weather, they say.
Bidyadanga in WA on October 9 reached 45.2°C, the earliest maximum above 45°C recorded in Australia - beating the previous date for such heat by about 2 weeks.
Warm Spell
The heat over the past week began breaking records in South Australia, with Adelaide posting its 1st run of 5 October days above 32°C, said Rob Sharpe, a meteorologist at Weatherzone.  "This has been the 1st big heat event of the warming season," Mr Sharpe said.  "Anywhere inland of the Great Divide has been very hot, because we haven't had a proper cool change for a while."
Sydney's maximum temperature climbed to 31.6°C by 5 pm and the mercury was still above 30°C at 6.30 pm, but conditions are expected to cool later this evening. 
Strengthening winds, though, may also cause some disruption, with the bureau issuing a severe weather warning for much of the east of the state including the metro area.  Winds will gust to 90 km/h as the southerly change sweeps in.  Wind speeds reached 91 km/h at the Sydney Olympic Park just after 2.30 pm, while Mount Boyce in the Blue Mountains had clocked 120 km/h gusts.
Overnight temperatures for Sydney should ease back to a minimum of about 15°C, snapping a trio of nights of at least 18°C.
Tuesday's top is likely to return to a balmy 28°C, capping the city's warmest October week for a decade, Mr Sharpe said.  Other warm spots include Richmond, to Sydney's north-west, which had its hottest spell in October in 44 years, reaching 30°C or warmer for 5 straight days.
Bourke, in the state's north west, had its hottest October week in 116 years, averaging 38.8°C, said Brett Dutschke, senior meteorologist at Weatherzone.
The next hot day for Sydney is likely to be Saturday, with a top of 32 forecast to kick off November.
The timing of the arrival of a cool change, though, may limit the heat.  But cricketers and others playing sport can expect a warm morning, Mr Sharpe said.  
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