Brisbane Turns on the Heat for G20 Summit, as Monthly Records Melt
by Peter Hannam
Nov. 15, 2014 – Leaders attending the G20 summit in Brisbane may not get to talk much about climate change, but it might be harder to avoid discussing the weather.  The mercury is forecast to climb to 40°C on Sunday in Brisbane, and in suburban areas to reach 43°C, as a heat wave settles over the eastern edge of Australia.  Brisbane's record for the month goes all the way back to November 18, 1913, making any new peak a once-in-a-century event, the Bureau of Meteorology said.
Plans for any G20 barbecues may need to be revised, after authorities warned of "extreme fire danger" weather for Brisbane, south-eastern Queensland and the Darling Downs for Sunday.
While Brisbane's maximum peaked on Saturday at 32.2°C, other centers inland were much warmer.  Amberley - where US President Barack Obama landed earlier in the day - reached 43°C, breaking the November record set 46 years ago.  Other records fell in Kingaroy, Applethorpe and Warwick, a bureau forecaster said.  "We'll probably break a few more records on Sunday," he said.
The hot, dry air mass has been searing much of inland Australia for the past week, with northern NSW also enduring another sweltering day on Saturday.  Walgett had the state's hottest temperature with 44.6°C .  Records from the heat event include Friday's 45.8°C in Bourke, an early-season high for the NSW town which has reliable data going back to 1871.  A day earlier, Alice Springs Airport reached 44.6°C - a top that exceeded previous records for both November and December, the bureau said.
Record Warmth
A deal by the US and China to cut carbon emissions, announced earlier in the week in Beijing, has meant climate change has remained a prominent subject, despite efforts by the Abbott government to steer discussion to jobs and growth.  US President Barack Obama also spoke at length about climate change in his speech to the University of Queensland on Saturday.
Adding to the cacophony on climate has been the release of new figures by the Japan Meteorology Agency, revealing that last month was the hottest October in records going back to 1891.  The global average surface temperature last month was 0.34°C above the 1981-2010 average, easily eclipsing the previous largest anomaly of 0.24°C, set in October 2003.
The warm October extends the warmest ever April-September period, according to US agencies.  It raises the likelihood that 2014 will become the hottest year on record.  The previous record warmth is generally viewed as a tie between 2005 and 2010.
For Australia, maximum temperatures last month were also the warmest on record for October, with an anomaly of 2.76°C compared with the long-term average.  By mean temperatures, it was the 2nd warmest October, the Bureau of Meteorology said.
For the first 10 months of the year, Australia's area-averaged maximums were running at the  4th warmest on record and mean temperatures were the 5th warmest.  Last year was Australia's hottest since the bureau began national records in 1910.
 www.smh.com.au/environment/weather/brisbane-turns-on-the-heat-for-g20-summit-as-monthly-records-melt-20141115-11ncu2.html#ixzz3JCUc8PJB
