China's Soaring Mercury Prompts Grade 2 Alert
by Yang Jian and Li Qian
July 31, 2013 - China's meteorological authority yesterday issued the country's 1st Grade 2 alert - the 2nd most serious weather alert in the 4-tier ranking system - as the record-breaking heat wave engulfed areas in east and southwest China.
The soaring temperatures showed no signs of easing in Shanghai and the neighboring provinces of Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Anhui, and the southwestern city of Chongqing.  Temperatures in these areas could still cross 40°C, the National Meteorological Center said yesterday.
For the 4th straight day yesterday, the center issued the orange high-temperature alert, or the 2nd highest in the 3-color category, which includes red and yellow.  Red denotes temperatures could rise above 40°C, and yellow is for temperatures between 35 and 37°C.
The Grade 2 alert was the highest heat wave alert since China came up with the National Meteorological Disasters Emergency Plan in 2010.  It was issued only after 2 provincial areas recorded high temperatures of 37°C in the previous 2 days, and with no change in the weather pattern expected in the next 2 days.
The emergency plan has 4 levels of disastrous alerts.  Grade 2, or the 2nd highest level, implies "serious disastrous weather."  The top level signifies "specially severe."
"The weather authorities in the worst-hit areas - like Shanghai, Anhui and Jiangsu - should adopt the emergency mode and report to the administration, issue high temperature alerts, and update the weather reports to the public in time," the state meteorological administration said.
Under the Grade 2 alert, weather authorities are inclined to increase the frequency of weather forecasts and reports.  Power and water suppliers must ensure residential usage remains unaffected.
Among other regions and cities battling hot weather, Henan, Hebei, Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Sichuan and Beijing will see temperatures above 35°C, the center said.  Temperatures above 40°C will also hit the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region in China's far west, it said.  Ningbo, a seaport city in Zhejiang Province, created artificial rainfall on Monday that dropped the mercury to 27°C, the local Qianjiang Evening News said.
The heat wave in east China has turned surfaces into griddles capable of cooking raw food by dry heat.  In Shanghai, a slice of pork was "cooked medium" after it was put on a piece of marble on a downtown street in 10 minutes, Shanghai TV reported in its newscast.  Eggs and shrimps were also cooked in the blazing sun, as more such stories emerged as netizens posted pictures of their experiments yesterday.  A truck carrying live fish rolled over on a highway in Zhenjiang City in Jiangsu Province yesterday afternoon.  Nearly 15,000 kilograms of fish fell over.  Most of them looked like they had been cooked, news pictures showed.
Several provinces in south China are already suffering from drought.  It has affected 12.2 million people in mountainous Guizhou Province, leaving 2 million people short of drinking water and damaging 840,000 hectares of crops, the provincial government said.  The direct economic losses because of drought are estimated at over 5 billion yuan (US$815 million).
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