Wettest Year on Record for England, More Rain and Wind to Come
by Tom Whitehead and Hannah Furness
Dec. 27, 2012 - England has suffered its wettest year on record after the winter deluge pushed rainfall figures to historic levels, the Met Office has confirmed.  Heavy downpours over the Christmas period, coupled with an unseasonably wet summer, meant an average of 1,095.8 mm of rain has already fallen in England during 2012 – the highest since records began in 1910.  The previous high was an average of 1,093.3mm of rain in 2000.
The UK as a whole will also mark its wettest ever year, if an average of 46 mm of rain falls before the New Year.  That is likely, with more heavy rain and gale force winds expected to hit the country over coming days.
It is in stark contrast to conditions in April when much of Britain was in the midst of its worst drought for almost 40 years.  In April Britain faced its largest drought since 1976 but then moved into a summer of downpours.
Movement in the North Atlantic jet stream were blamed for the record levels of rain after forcing more low pressure fronts on to England.  Andy Yeatman, spokesman for the Met Office, said: “Since April we have had some really wet weather across England and that is largely a result of the shifting jet stream pattern….  It means it has now been the wettest year in England since records began in 1910 and there is more rain to come.”
An Atlantic storm is due to hit the country this weekend.  It will bring with it winds of between 50 and 90 mph, forecasters have warned.  The Environment Agency has also said Britain should brace itself for more flooding, because even the smallest amount of rain could see some of the country’s largest rivers burst their banks.
The Severn, Ouse, Trent, Avon and Thames are all still to peak in some areas.  With more rain forecast today and tomorrow, fresh flooding could hit the south west and midlands.  The Agency said with the ground saturated and river levels high “even small amounts of rainfall could lead to further flooding”.
The Met Office said an area of heavy rain was moving across the country during Thursday that could lead to further localized flooding.  Gale force winds were also expected in the western half of Britain, according to BBC weather forecasters.
The continuing winter misery hit commuters returning to work after Christmas, who were left stranded by existing floods and a failing transport system.  In Looe, Cornwall, flooding caused thousands of pounds of damage at a monkey sanctuary while in Hemingford Abbots, Cambridgeshire, a thatched cottage was flooded for the first time in 300 years after the Great Ouse burst its banks.
Police warned the public not to take “stupid” risks, after firefighters were called to rescue a 10-year-old boy who had jumped into a swollen River Kennet in Reading in a wet suit, insisting he wanted to go for a swim.
The Environment Agency still has around 300 flood warnings and alerts in force.  It is predicting the risk of flooding will spread from the south west and Midlands, and into Wales and the north west, over the next 24 hours.  Heavy rain, storms and snow have continued to batter Britain today, with 2012 firmly on track to be the wettest year on record.
National Rail warned "various routes" in the south west would be disrupted, with "poor road conditions" meaning even replacement bus services cannot run.
The problems have had a severe impact on commuters hoping to return to work after the Christmas holidays.  Trains between Slough, Reading, Heathrow and London Paddington were hampered, with overrunning engineering works causing major problems.  A "very limited" bus service has been laid on, as First Great Western advised passengers not to travel unless it is absolutely "essential".
All services around Plymouth and Taunton were cancelled this morning, leaving workers stuck at home.  Train services between Coventry and Nuneaton were also hit due to a broken down engine, with overrunning engineering works causing havoc around Haymarket.  There were also delays between East Midlands Parkway, Leicester and Peterborough due to a derailed freight train, with a landslip near Glazebrook earlier this week still causing diversions and cancellations between Manchester Oxford Road and Liverpool Lime Street.
Further extensive engineering work being carried out across the country was seriously affecting anyone hoping to travel back to work today.  In London, the District line was experiencing severe delays this morning, due to signaling problems, with closures on the Circle and Northern tube lines and DLR.
The Met Office has already issued a severe weather warning for heavy rain in the South West, as wet and stormy weather is forecast to move north tomorrow.  More downpours will continue today and tomorrow as fresh bands of rain sweep east, followed by a storm this weekend.  Sleet and snow will also fall across the north of England and southern Scotland, with Perth receiving a few centimeters this morning already.
The British Geological Survey has an amber landslide warning in place for the South West, urging walkers to take care along coastal routes because of fears of land instability and rock fall.
A storm brewing in the Atlantic could bring up to 50 mm of rain and 90 mph winds in some areas this weekend.  A forecaster for MeteoGroup said: ''News bands of rain will sweep across Britain from west to east today, tomorrow and Saturday, bringing some heavy showers.  ''There will be some sunshine and clearer skies on Saturday but it will be a stormy weekend and noticeably wet and windy….  Winds will reach up to 50mph in the north and west of the UK, and up to 90mph along the west coast of Scotland.''  She added that some areas of the UK have had 'way above' their average annual rainfall this year with the south west hit particularly badly.  ''It's going to be a wet and stormy end to the year,'' she added.
The Environment Agency has issued 109 flood warnings and 213 less serious flood alerts for the UK as the risk of flooding continues.  Hundreds of homes have flooded in the past week, with the worst-affected areas in south-west England and along the south coast from Cornwall to Kent, along with Wales and northern Scotland.
The sodden Christmas comes towards the end of what is expected to be one of the wettest years in Britain since records began.  The UK's average rainfall in 2012, excluding December, was 1,202mm, placing it 13th in the list of wettest years since records began in 1910.  The year 2000 remains the UK's wettest year, with an average rainfall of 1,337.3mm.
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