Drought-Hit Zimbabwe Readies Mass Wildlife Migration
by MacDonald Dzirutwe
Nov. 11, 2019: Harare – Zimbabwe is planning an enforced mass migration of wildlife away from a park in the country’s south, where 1,000s of animals are at risk of death due to drought-induced starvation.
At least 200 elephants have already died at 2 other parks due to lack of food and water, along with scores of buffalo and antelope, Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority (Zimparks) said on Monday. 
“They will continue (to die) until the rains come.  The biggest threat to our animals right now is loss of habitat,” Zimparks spokesman Tinashe Farawo told Reuters. 
The El Niño-induced drought has also taken its toll on crops, leaving more than half of the human population in need of food aid. 
Farawo said Zimparks and private partners planned to move 600 elephants - as well as giraffe, lions, buffalo, antelope and spotted wild dogs - from Save Valley Conservancy in southern Zimbabwe to 3 other national parks. 
“This is the biggest translocation of animals in the history of wildlife movement here, because we are talking of distances of more than 1,000 kilometers,” said Farawo. 
It will start once the summer rains come.  Those are expected to start this week.  They would offer major relief for the stricken animals and for farmers who are preparing for the 2019/20 planting season. 
The migration will also help to save the conservancy’s ecosystem, by depopulating it, because the animals “are now becoming a threat to their own survival,” Farawo said 
Zimbabwe is home to some 80,000 elephants, around 1/5 of Africa’s total, conservationists estimate.  Overall numbers have declined sharply in recent years, mostly due to a combination of poaching, illegal hunting and drought. 
Farawo said Zimparks, which does not receive government funding, requires $40 million annually for conservation efforts, but only generates half the amount. 
Zimbabwe, together with South Africa, Botswana and Namibia, unsuccessfully lobbied the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species for controlled sales of their ivory stocks at a meeting in August. 
Trade in ivory is banned to deter poaching.  Zimparks says its ivory stockpile is worth $300 million, money it can use for wildlife conservation. 
Zimbabwe has also exported nearly 100 elephants, mainly to China, earning $3 million, Zimparks statistics show.
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