London’s Black Cab Maker Targets Europe Capitals for New Hybrid-Electric Taxi
by Alan Tovey
Jan. 29, 2017 – The maker of the next generation of the London black cab is targeting European capitals for sales of its hybrid-powered version of the iconic vehicle.  
London Taxi Company (LTC) opens its new £300 million factory in Coventry, where it will produce the TX5 taxis, in March.  The vehicles are slated to roll off the production line in the 3rd quarter.
Chris Gubbey, LTC’s chief executive, said the company had run “black box” events in Amsterdam, Berlin, Barcelona, Paris and Oslo to gauge reaction and demand; the new vehicle receiving “very strong positive feedback”.
“New demands on pollution controls in cities mean that people were very interested,” he said.  The new cab’s hybrid power train uses a small engine to top up the battery, but it can also run entirely on its battery, with zero emissions.  LTC is targeting a 70-mile range for electric-only propulsion.
LTC, owned by the Chinese automotive giant Geely, which rescued it from administration in 2013, engineers and builds the TX5 in the UK.
The company’s Coventry plant, which it claims is the 1st new car plant to be built in the UK in a decade, has a capacity to produce 36,000 of the cabs a year.  The initial production rate will be about 1,000, but this will soon ramp up for the vehicles.
“We sell about 1,000 of the current model black cabs a year at the moment, but we know there is a pent-up demand,” Mr Gubbey said.  “Taxi drivers have been holding off buying new cabs, because they know the TX5 is coming and they are also watching new pollution legislation.”
The TX5 makes extensive use of aluminum to reduce its weight and increase efficiency.
Lessons learnt from the TX5 will be applied to other vehicles within the Geely stable, which includes Volvo.  The plan is for the Coventry base’s engineering center to become a center of excellence for lightweight technology across the entire business.
Mr Gubbey said: “We have been taking engineers specializing in light-weighting from other British manufacturers who specialize in the technology, such as Lotus and McLaren.”
www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2017/01/29/black-cab-maker-targets-capitals-europe-fresh-sales-new-hybrid/
