Higher Temperatures Driving 'Alarming' Levels of Hunger
by Lucy Lamble
Oct. 14, 2019 – The climate crisis is driving alarming levels of hunger in the world, which undermines food security in the world’s most vulnerable regions, according to this year’s global hunger index.
The annual report, a ranking of 117 countries measuring hunger rates and trends, shows progress since 2000.  But it warns that the world still has a long way to go to reach the zero hunger target agreed by world leaders by 2030.
The report is published, as a series of meetings of the committee on world food security take place in Rome, in the run-up to world food day on October 16.  The findings show levels of hunger are “serious” or “alarming” in 47 countries and “extremely alarming” in one: the Central African Republic.
Rates are categorized as “alarming” in Chad, Madagascar, Yemen and Zambia.  9 countries have worse scores today than in 2010 – the Central African Republic, Madagascar, Venezuela, Yemen, Jordan, Malaysia, Mauritania, Lebanon and Oman.
Data is lacking for several countries – Burundi, Comoros, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Libya, Papua New Guinea, Somalia, South Sudan and Syria.
Extreme weather events are putting food production and security in jeopardy; the risk is expected to increase.  Food production is likely to fall, due to higher temperatures, water scarcity, greater CO2, and extreme weather events.  Yields of maize and wheat are already declining.
It is estimated that the global food system contributes 21–37% of total human-related emissions.  Loss of food after harvesting and before reaching the retail level is estimated at 14% globally.  That means a proportion of food production is likely to exacerbate the climate emergency, without even contributing towards food security or nutrition.  Current climate commitments are projected to result in 3–4° of warming by 2100.  Increased climate pressures could lead to further conflict, according to the report.
The authors conclude that what is needed is a profound shift toward sustainability, with changes in values and behaviors, with a fairer global balance of power.
In her foreword, the former President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, said: “With the number of hungry people rising from 785 million in 2015 to 822 million in 2018, we can no longer afford to regard the 2030 agenda and the Paris climate agreement as voluntary and a matter for each member state to decide on its own.”  Instead, she called for “the full implementation” of both, to secure “a livable world for our children and grandchildren”.
“This requires a change of mindset at the global political level,” she added.
Responding to the report, Lawrence Haddad, executive director of the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition, said that the poor quality of diets is at the heart of malnutrition.  It also has a critical impact on greenhouse gas emissions and natural resource use.
He too believes that global systems must be reformed, as nutritious foods are simply out of the reach of billions of people, either because they are not available or are too expensive.
“To change this, we need to transform the food systems that low and middle income people depend on.  And that means supporting the growth of small and medium food businesses that already produce and market nutritious foods,” he said.
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