Ayotte Leads New Senate Republican Energy & Environment Working Group
Oct. 29, 2015: Manchester, New Hampshire – U.S. Sen. Kelly Ayotte has organized and will lead a new Senate Energy and Environment Working Group, WMUR.com has learned.  A spokeswoman for the Senator called it a first step in an effort to build consensus among Senate Republicans on protecting the environment and promoting “clean energy innovation” to create jobs.
Joining Ayotte in launching the group are Republican U.S. Sens. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee, Mark Kirk of Illinois, and Lindsey Graham of South Carolina.
“She is working to grow its membership among Senate Republicans who want to join the effort of making natural resource protection a national priority,” Ayotte's office said in a statement.  WMUR.com was provided a preview of the release.
Ayotte has been emphasizing the environment and energy efficiency this week.  Last Sunday, she became the first Senate Republican to endorse the EPA’s Clean Power Plan, aimed at reducing carbon emissions from power plants.
Her re-election campaign, meanwhile, has released a video touting what it says is her pro-environment record.
Democratic Gov. Maggie Hassan, who is challenging Ayotte’s re-election bid, is also backing the Clean Power Plan.  She has said Ayotte has a “very poor” record.  New Hampshire Democratic Party Chairman Raymond Buckley has charged that Ayotte is trying to “greenwash" her record on the environment.
“From denying that man-made climate change is a fact, to voting to block the EPA from ever having the ability to reduce greenhouse gases, it’s easy to see why Kelly Ayotte has a 23% lifetime score from the League of Conservation Voters,” Buckley said.
But Ayotte spokeswoman Liz Johnson explained: “The first step is really beginning a broader dialogue about these issues in the Republican conference, which is one of the goals of the working group….  Sen. Ayotte will be working to grow its membership among other Republican colleagues who want to join the effort of making natural resource protection a national priority," she said.
“The group will meet periodically to talk about ways to build support for protecting the environment and climate, and promoting cleaner energy production, while also helping the economy.”
She noted that members may have different priorities, ranging from energy efficiency to the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
“This group will encourage the exchange of ideas that could ultimately translate into legislation,” Johnson said.
In a statement, Ayotte said: “As (New Hampshire’s) attorney general and now in the Senate, preserving and protecting our state’s pristine landscape and outdoor spaces has always been a top priority for me, and I'm glad to help lead a wider effort focused on environmental issues in the Senate.  The working group will be a way for us to bring people together and start an ongoing dialogue about these issues, like how we can best protect our environment and climate, pursue common sense and market-based reforms to grow our economy, and promote cleaner energy production.”
Ayotte’s office noted that, as attorney general, Ayotte joined lawsuits to “protect New Hampshire from Midwestern coal plants and to set strict federal controls for mercury.”
Her office said that as a senator in 2011, she was 1 of 6 Republicans to oppose an effort to roll back the EPA's Cross-State Air Pollution rule.  It said that in 2012, she was among 5 Republicans to vote against a measure that her office said would have undermined national mercury and air toxicity standards for power plants, aimed at reducing emissions of toxic air pollutants such as mercury, arsenic and metals.
In 2013, Ayotte introduced the bipartisan Better Buildings Act, which encourages commercial building tenants to voluntarily reduce energy consumption.  The bill was signed into law earlier this year, as part of the energy efficiency bill sponsored by U.S. Sens. Jeanne Shaheen, D-New Hampshire, and Rob Portman, R-Ohio.  The bill, signed into law by President Barack Obama, included the Ayotte-sponsored amendment.
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