Biden Nets 350’s Progressive Climate Endorsement
by Zach Colman
Sep. 24, 2020 – Environmental advocacy group 350 Action endorsed Joe Biden on Thursday.  It’s the latest sign that the former Vice President's move to boost the ambition of his climate change plan was winning over progressives who had been skeptical about the Democratic nominee's commitment to the issue.
The Details
Biden and his running mate, California Sen. Kamala Harris, have centered their climate policy pitch around economic and racial justice issues with increasing ambition and urgency, 350 Action told POLITICO.  The group believes it can continue advocating for a potential Biden administration to take even stronger measures to tackle the problem.
Biden won the endorsement despite falling short of meeting 4 of the goals laid out by 350 Action, the political arm of 350.org: opposing all new federal permits and leases for fossil fuel infrastructure; supporting a national fracking ban; rejecting counsel from people tied to fossil fuel interests; and committing to investigating the fossil fuel industry’s role in causing and misleading the public about climate change.
“It doesn’t indicate that we love everything.  It indicates where we think we have the best chances of pushing our agenda,” 350 Action Executive Director May Boeve told POLITICO in an interview.  “We’ve already seen movement and we’re going to keep pushing.”
Background
The group rose to prominence opposing the Keystone XL oil pipeline and led the “Keep It In The Ground” movement to halt fossil fuel extraction.  It hoped its support would galvanize environmentally minded voters who had backed Biden rival Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) in the primary and are considering sitting out the election.  Other progressive greens, like the youth-led Sunrise Movement, have also begun speaking positively about Biden, after dogging him in the primary.  Biden's campaign, too, has deepened outreach to the party's left flank.
“If they got excited about Bernie, they should get excited about so much of that platform getting absorbed into this one,” 350 Action North America Director Tamara Toles O’Laughlin told POLITICO.  “It’s actually quite staggering how people who are so involved, who care about these issues, feel like they have not been spoken to.”
Sanders and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), another progressive favorite, both called for national fracking bans.  To the dismay of some progressives, Biden has said several times he does not support a national fracking ban.  Several progressive green groups have slammed Biden for consulting with policy insiders they contend are too cozy with fossil fuel companies.
What's Next
Boeve and Toles O’Laughlin said they believed progressives could push Biden into more aggressive action on fracking and other climate policies, if he wins the White House.
“Our own transformation is proof that that’s possible,” Toles O’Laughlin said.  “As a group of people who pride ourselves on being really skeptical, it’s super important for us to recognize when the needle has moved."
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