China Ties Climate to Better U.S. Relations in Kerry Talks
by Bloomberg News, with Philip Glamann, Lucille Liu and Jing Li
Sep. 1, 2021 – U.S. climate envoy John Kerry said political tensions with China affect the outlook for climate cooperation, as top Chinese officials pushed Washington to commit to improvements in their broader relationship.
“If you have 3 major leaders publicly telling President Biden’s climate envoy that this is affecting outlook, it affects the outlook,” Kerry said during a media briefing Thursday in response to a question on whether U.S.-China tensions are having an impact on climate cooperation. 
Kerry said his virtual meetings with top Chinese officials including Yang Jiechi, a member of the ruling Communist Party’s Politburo, were “polite” and “constructive.”  Kerry was briefed on China’s 1+N climate plan that could raise ambitions going forward.  The 2 sides would meet again soon in person, in an effort to focus on an international summit in Scotland later this year, Kerry said, though he didn’t provide any details.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told Kerry in a video call Wednesday that Washington must take the 1st step to improve ties that frayed during the Trump administration, when a trade war erupted and the nations started bickering over issues from the technology industry to visas for journalists and students.  “China-U.S. climate change cooperation cannot be separated from the general environment of relations,” Wang said, according to the ministry.  “The United States should meet China halfway and take positive actions to push relations back on track.”
Kerry urged China, the world’s largest carbon emitter, to do more to curb its discharges, a U.S. State Department spokesperson said.  He said, in a meeting with Vice Premier Han Zheng, that China had to be fully engaged and committed for the climate crisis to be solved, the spokesman added later.
Tensions between Beijing and Washington have simmered since the Biden administration took over in January.  Many in the Chinese government are still angry about moves by former President Donald Trump.  When Yang met face-to-face with Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Alaska in March, he launched into a lengthy monologue.  Yang said Western nations don’t represent global public opinion and Americans had little faith in their own democracy.
A meeting of top officials from the world’s 2 largest economies in Tianjin in July was also contentious.  Kerry, the U.S. special Presidential envoy for climate, visited the port city of Tianjin -- about 60 miles (100 kilometers) east of Beijing -- this week for meetings with counterpart Xie Zhenhua.  He was on the 2nd leg of a trip to Asia that started in Tokyo to discuss climate commitments before the UN climate change conference in Glasgow in November.
The visits come a few weeks after the release of a report by the world’s top climate scientists, who warned the Earth would warm by 1.5°C (2.7°F) in the next 2 decades without drastic efforts to eliminate greenhouse gas pollution.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report found that the past decade was most likely hotter than any period in the last 125,000 years.
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