EPA Rolls Back Coal Rule despite Climate Change Warnings
by Nicole Gaouette and Rene Marsh
Dec. 7, 2018: Washington – The Trump administration will reverse an Obama-era coal emissions rule as part of its effort to loosen restrictions on the coal industry, just days after a US government report warned that aggressive action is needed to curb greenhouse gases and ease the impact of global warming. 
The reversal won't lead to the immediate construction of new coal-fired power plants.  But it does send an immediate political signal that the Trump administration is intent on shoring up the coal industry and other energy interests.
"We are rescinding unfair burdens on America's energy providers and leveling the playing field, so that new energy technologies can be part of America's future," said Andrew Wheeler, the acting administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and a former coal industry lobbyist, onThursday.  The rule change would lift restrictions on coal emissions that effectively limited the construction of new plants. 
Wheeler argued that the Obama administration was requiring power plants to use costly carbon capture and sequestration technology and that, by reversing the rule, businesses would have a greater ability to innovate and invest.  "Their determination was disingenuous," Wheeler said.  "They knew that the technology was not adequately demonstrated, which is what is required under the law."
Critics assailed the move.  "Trump's proposal is an act of flailing, die-hard climate denial," said Clare Lakewood, a senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity.  She characterized the announcement as "backward-looking posturing."
Climate Report
On the Friday after Thanksgiving, the Trump administration released a congressionally mandated Climate Assessment.  It warned the planet is getting warmer, human activity is contributing to that warming, and that it is approaching a point of no return for damage to the climate. 
Asked whether the EPA was ignoring its climate report, Wheeler said: "We're not ignoring the government report.  We're still looking at the report itself….  As far as what the findings were -- a lot of what the media has focused on, as I said last week, is the worst case scenario in the report," he added.
Also Thursday, the administration moved to roll back restrictions on oil and gas drilling on millions of acres of Western land placed under an Obama-era conservation plan to protect the greater sage grouse.
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