E.P.A. to Tighten Tailpipe Rules for the Biggest Polluters on the Road
by Coral Davenport
March 7, 2022: Washington (abridged) – The Biden administration on Monday proposed strict new limits on pollution from buses, delivery vans, tractor-trailers and other heavy trucks.  It’s the 1st time in more than 20 years that tailpipe standards have been tightened for the biggest polluters on the road.
The new draft rule from the Environmental Protection Agency would require heavy-duty trucks to reduce emissions of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) by 90% by 2031.  NO2 is linked to lung cancer, heart disease and premature death.
The E.P.A. also announced plans to slightly tighten truck emissions of CO2, a greenhouse gas (GHG) that is driving climate change.  The new rules for NO2 pollution would apply to trucks beginning with the model year 2027, while the CO2 rules would apply to trucks starting with the model year 2024.
The truck pollution rule is the latest in a series of new pollution policies under President Biden.  He is seeking to reduce the emissions that are dangerously warming the planet and rebuild environmental standards that had been weakened by President Donald J. Trump.
Vice President Kamala Harris announced the proposal, along with a suite of other federal clean transportation actions, including spending $5.5 billion to help states purchase low or zero-emission transit buses, and $17 million to replace diesel school buses with electric versions in underserved communities.
Late last year, the E.P.A. tightened standards on auto pollution and announced new rules governing methane, a climate-warming gas that leaks from oil and gas wells.  This year, the agency is expected to roll out new restrictions on GHGs and on industrial soot released by power plants.
The administration is portraying the truck rule announced Monday as central to Mr. Biden’s agenda of environmental justice, as many communities of color are located alongside highways and are subject to elevated levels of pollution.
“72 million people are estimated to live near truck freight routes in America, and they are more likely to be people of color and those with lower incomes,” the E.P.A. administrator, Michael S. Regan, said.  “These overburdened communities are directly exposed to pollution that causes respiratory and cardiovascular problems, among other serious and costly health effects.  These new standards will drastically cut dangerous pollution, by harnessing recent advancements in vehicle technologies from across the trucking industry, as it advances toward a zero-emissions transportation future.” 
....  The new limits would prevent up to 2,100 premature deaths, 6,700 hospital admissions and emergency department visits, 18,000 cases of asthma in children, 78,000 lost days of work and 1.1 million lost days of school by the year 2045, according to E.P. A. estimates.
The agency estimates that the economic benefits of the rule could be up to $250 billion and said those benefits “would exceed its costs by billions of dollars.”
But truckers and manufacturers say the rule is too stringent and costly, and that compliance could send higher prices rippling through the economy.
“This new standard simply may not be technologically feasible,” said Jed Mandel, president of the Truck and Engine Manufacturers Association, an industry group.  “We’re worried about the cost.  There is a potential of adverse impacts on the economy and jobs.  Nobody wants to see union jobs laid off.  Regular lunch-pail, blue collar workers.”
Jay Grimes, director of federal affairs for the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association, said new restrictions would be especially onerous for small truckers, which he said comprise 90% of the industry....
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