France Urges Australia to Keep Climate Commitment, Ahead of UN Summit
by Jake Sturmer and Lisa Main
April 13, 2015 – The French government is urging Australia to stick to an international commitment to limit global warming to 2°C over pre-industrial levels.  The appeal comes just a week before Prime Minister Tony Abbott sits down for talks with French president Francois Hollande in Paris, where climate is expected to be among the top issues discussed.
French ambassador to Australia, Christophe Lecourtier, told the ABC that France, which will host the pivotal UN Summit on Climate later this year, wanted Australia to put an "ambitious" commitment on the table sooner rather than later.  "Your country is a very influential country in the Asia Pacific region, and you know that climate change is having tremendous consequences in the region," he said.
"We do believe Australia has a very important role to play during this conference, first of all because Australia has always been a strong promoter of the fight against climate change….  Keeping temperature increase below 2°C in the coming years is a commitment and it's the commitment of 196 countries, so we do believe that it's the ultimate ambition for the world community, if we want to leave a livable planet for the next generation."
But it is unclear if the Federal Government remains committed to keeping long-term temperature rises below the 2°C goal as agreed in Cancun in 2010.  The website for the Department of Foreign Affairs states that "governments agreed that emissions need to be reduced, to ensure global temperature increases are limited to below 2°C".
However, the Federal Government's issues paper for the post 2020 targets released 2 weeks ago made no mention of the 2° goal.  Its Energy White Paper released last week highlighted the economic opportunities from predicted increases in fossil fuel use that the International Energy Agency forecasted could lead to a temperature increase of up to 4°C.  The Climate Action Tracker predicts that on current trends, the global mean temperature is expected to rise between 2.9 and 5.2°C by 2100.
When asked by the ABC, neither the Foreign Minister nor the Environment Minister would directly respond to the question of "whether Australia remains committed to the goal of keeping long-term temperature rises below 2°.”
On Friday, Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said Australia would play a "positive" role in the lead-up to the Paris talks.  "Australia contributes about 1% of the world's global greenhouse gas emissions, and so we will take action that is proportionate to our global greenhouse gas emissions," she said.
One target the Government is talking about is its 2020 Kyoto emissions reduction goal.  To meet it, Australia will need to reduce emissions from 2000 levels by 5%.  It is a target the Government has been extremely confident about meeting and even potentially exceeding.  "Australia is on track to meet our 2020 targets," Ms Bishop said.
"Not every country, in fact not many countries, can claim they will meet their 2020 targets.  "So Australia will attend Paris in a very good position having, I believe, made significant progress towards meeting our 2020 target."  The Government's confidence is based on the fact that Australia has met its previous international targets.
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