Georgia Senator Dismisses Climate Change as a Hoax
by Sharon Lerner
Nov. 12, 2020 – If Sen. David Perdue wins reelection in Georgia’s runoff in January, the Republican Party will almost certainly maintain its Senate majority.  Perdue, an outspoken climate denier, urged President Donald Trump to withdraw from the Paris Climate Accords; voted against a Senate resolution that affirmed that climate change is real and that human activities contribute to it; and dismissed the Green New Deal as a “socialist wish list.”  The 1-term senator, who is a 1st cousin of Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue and golfing buddy of Trump, also vowed to protect the coal industry and was endorsed by the Koch-affiliated Super PAC, Americans for Prosperity.  If Perdue wins, the potential for the Biden administration to respond to the global climate crisis will be greatly diminished.
....
Perdue’s Democratic challenger, former journalist Jon Ossoff, has not shied from the issue of climate change.  He pledged to make environmental policy “on the basis of scientific evidence — not the lobbying of polluters”; to work to reverse the Trump administration’s rollbacks of fuel economy standards; to re-enter the Paris Climate Accords and negotiate for an “even more ambitious climate treaty”; and to move toward a rapid transition to clean energy sources.
Stark differences on climate also separate the contenders for the other Senate seat.  While Republican Kelly Loeffler has remained largely silent on the issue, her Democratic opponent, a Baptist minister named Raphael Warnock, has encouraged his congregants to see themselves as environmentalists.  He has preached about the connections between pollution, race, and poverty.
Given that 66% of Georgians “believe in climate change,” and most feel that their government should do more to address the problem — as a majority of people in the U.S. do — the Republicans’ failure to recognize the crisis that is wreaking particular havoc in Georgia and other Southern states could be a force in swinging the runoff races toward the Democrats.  Perdue has called for the resignation of the Georgia secretary of state and alleged without evidence that voting improprieties led to the outcome of the election.
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