New York City Stores Must Keep Doors Closed if Air-Conditioning Is On
by Michael M. Grynbaum
Oct. 7, 2015 – Starting next summer, nearly all shops and restaurants in New York City will be required to keep front doors and windows shut while their air-conditioners and cooling systems are running.
The requirement, which became law on Wednesday, is intended to address a ubiquitous, if environmentally unsound, summer sensation: the beckoning blast of chilled air that lures sweaty passers-by into the cooler confines of an enterprising merchant’s store.
“It’s always been a pet peeve of mine,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said at a City Hall ceremony on Wednesday, before signing the bill into law.  “It’s the middle of the summer in New York City, it’s 90°, you walk by a store, and the door is wide open and the air-conditioning is blasting,” the mayor said.  “That’s wasting a lot of energy.  That’s having its own impact on global warming.”
Shop owners who violate the rules would face fines, ranging from $250 for a 1st offense to as much as $1,000 for an egregious violation.  The measure is an expansion of an earlier law passed by the City Council, which restricted “the co-mingling of indoor and outdoor air” only in large-scale chain stores.
The new law includes exceptions for restaurants with outdoor space for al fresco dining.  Also excluded are sidewalk cafes and counter-type stores, such as the Lemon Ice King shop in Corona, Queens, according to Councilman Costa Constantinides, Democrat of Astoria, who sponsored the legislation.  “This year had the most 80° days we’ve had in New York City on record,” said Mr. Constantinides, who is chairman of the Council’s Environmental Protection Committee.  “Action had to be spurred.”
Enforcement will be provided by the city’s Department of Consumer Affairs.  The agency began its own campaign this summer to discourage the offending practice, distributing stickers saying: “Shut the Front Door!”  “Clever, clever slogan,” Mr. de Blasio said approvingly on Wednesday.
Still, not every New Yorker was thrilled to hear the news.  Robert S. Bookman, a lawyer who frequently sues the city on behalf of small businesses, wondered if the regulation overreached.  “Businesses pay their own electric bill,” Mr. Bookman said.  “I think it’s their business, and not the government’s business, about how much electricity they should use.”  He suggested that the “extra few hundred dollars a month” that owners might pay in electric fees could be worth the additional business that a cool blast of air could attract.
The mayor, for his part, linked the air-conditioning limits to his administration’s work to significantly reduce New York City’s carbon footprint.  Mr. de Blasio has also been urging New Yorkers to compost more of their household trash and to adopt reusable water bottles.
Fines for the new air-conditioning violations will not be issued until July 1, which Mr. Constantinides said would give shop owners time to adjust to the new rules.  “Everyone,” the councilman said, “has to be responsible to climate change.”
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