Oil Giant BP Met with Greens for 3 Years on Climate Policy
by Kelsey Brugger and Benjamin Hulac
Sept. 6, 2018 (Climatewire) – from a BP document about 40 years ago:
“Man-made CO2, released into and accumulated in the atmosphere, is believed to warm the earth, through the so-called greenhouse effect.  The gas acts like a transparent walls of a greenhouse and traps heat in the atmosphere that would normally be radiated back into space.  Mainly due to fossil fuel burning and deforestation, the atmospheric CO2 concentration has increased some 15% in the present century, to a level of about 340 ppm.  If this trend continues, the concentration will be doubled by the 3rd quarter of next century.  The most sophisticated geophysical computer models predict that such a doubling could increase the global mean temperature by 1.3-3.3°C.  The release of other (trace) gases, notably chlorofluorocarbons, methane, ozone and nitrous oxide, which have the same effect, may amplify the warming by predicted factors ranging from 1.5 to 3.5°C.
“Mathematical models of earth’s climate indicate that, if this occurs, then it could create significant changes in sea level, ocean currents, precipitation patterns, regional temperatures and weather.  These changes could be larger than any that have occurred over the last 12,000 years.  Such relatively fast and dramatic changes would impact on the human environment, future living standards and food supplies, and could have major social, economic and political consequences.”
*****
Shell Oil Co. has convened regular meetings since early 2016 with key environmental groups and think tanks to build support for a nation-wide carbon tax, according to sources.  
The company initiated meetings during the heart of the Presidential race, in part because it was believed that greenhouse gas regulations would be strengthened if Democrat Hillary Clinton won the election.  The meetings continued after President Trump's victory.  Company officials have hosted talks in Shell's offices in Washington, D.C.; at restaurants; on conference calls; and over email.  
Shell met with officials from the Environmental Defense Fund, Nature Conservancy, World Resources Institute and Niskanen Center, a libertarian group that supports taxing greenhouse gas emissions, Shell spokesman Curtis Smith confirmed.  
"We value our partnerships with the private sector, including companies like Shell, and believe that these partnerships are important for achieving durable policy solutions," Jason Albritton, a senior policy adviser at the Nature Conservancy, said in an email.  
The meetings occurred regularly for about 2 years, until this summer, when most of the communication shifted to phone and email, according to sources.  The contact between Shell and environmental groups continues on a weekly basis, but attendance by specific groups can vary.  
Shell has long said it would support a national carbon tax if Congress worked to adopt one.  Lobbyists for the oil giant lobbied Senate and House members for a carbon tax this year.  Shell described that lobbying effort as "discussions in support of a robust, transparent federal carbon price" in forms filed with the Senate.  
The meetings, previously unreported, were led by Marnie Funk, a senior government relations adviser at Shell.  She declined to be interviewed.  
Some conservative advocacy groups and energy firms have signaled that they would prefer an economy-wide carbon tax in exchange for environmental rollbacks.  Other proposals would relieve oil and gas companies of legal liabilities related to climate change, in exchange for a carbon tax.  
"EDF regularly meets with companies and other [nongovernmental organizations] to talk about ways to build momentum for climate action in Congress," said Victoria Mills, an EDF spokeswoman.  "We've met with Shell and other companies in that context."  
Joseph Majkut, director of climate policy at the Niskanen Center, said the conversations were "high-level" and infrequent.  They did not focus on specific measures, he said.  
Adele Morris, a Brookings Institution senior fellow and policy director, said she has attended forums with many participants in recent years about carbon pricing.  "A lot of times, the discussion is sort of technical: What would be the pros and cons of different approaches?" she said.  
Researchers at Shell grasped the severity of climate change as early as the 1980s.  In a 1988 confidential report, excerpted above, the company said that burning fossil fuels was the primary driver of rising CO2 levels.  ”The main cause of increasing CO2 concentrations is considered to be fossil fuel burning," said the report, which was obtained by De Correspondent, a Dutch news organization, in April.  
Tom Pyle, who led Trump's transition team for the Department of Energy and is now president of the American Energy Alliance, said he hadn't heard of the carbon tax meetings.  "I have not been invited to that party," said Pyle, a vocal opponent of carbon taxes, "which makes sense, given where I am on that issue."  
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