Paris Talks Won’t Hit Global Warming Target, UN Warns
by Kalina Oroschakoff
Sept. 15, 2015 – Global temperatures are likely to shoot past the agreed safety limit of 2°C, even if a deal is reached at the upcoming Paris climate summit, UN climate chief Christiana Figueres said in Brussels Tuesday.
The problem is that the pledges made by countries ahead of the COP21 talks on how they would reduce their emissions “do not add up to 2°,” said Figueres, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
2°C above pre-industrial temperatures has been agreed by countries as a threshold beyond which climate change risks become unacceptably high.
Instead, the climate promises now on the table mean a temperature increase of about 3° by the end of the century, Figueres warned the European Parliament.  But even that scenario is better than what would happen without an agreement in Paris.  That would mean a global temperature increase of 4-5°C.
“3° is much better than 4 to 5°, but it is still unacceptable,” she said.
That level of potential warming worries scientists.  “3° of warming increases the risk of strong sea level rise from, for example Antarctica, or the collapse of marine ecosystems, such as Arctic sea ice or coral reefs,” Anders Levermann of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Change Research, told the Carbon Brief for a paper on the effects of overshooting the 2° target.  “Beyond 2° of warming, we are leaving the world as we know it.”
So far, 62 country pledges — so-called Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) — have been made ahead of COP21, accounting for almost 70% of global emissions.  These commitments spell out the steps countries will take, after 2020, to cut emissions and strengthen resilience to climate change risks.
Although Figueres said any deal hammered out in Paris won’t be a “miraculous solution,” she did say that the summit marks the beginning of a long-term process.
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