Pope: 'Catastrophic' if Climate Deal Derailed
by Kim Hjeimgaard and Tony Onyulo
Nov. 26, 2015: Nairobi, Kenya – Pope Francis, speaking in Africa days before critical climate change talks in Paris, warned Thursday that it would be “catastrophic” if world leaders let special interest groups get in the way of a global agreement to curb fossil fuel emissions.  Francis spoke to the U.N.'s regional office in Kenya, after celebrating his first public Mass on the continent.
The pope, who has often spoken out about the dangers of climate change, singled out those who those who reject the science behind global warming.   In the United States, that would include several Republican presidential candidates and lawmakers who have challenged President Obama's unilateral steps to cut greenhouse gas emissions.
“It would be sad, and dare I say even catastrophic, were special interests to prevail over the common good and lead to manipulating information in order to protect their own plans and interests,” Francis said, according to a transcript from the Vatican.
The pope said he hoped the Paris talks would approve a “transformational” agreement to fight poverty and protect the environment, by developing a new energy system that depends on minimal fossil fuel use.  High-level talks on an international agreement to fight global warming open outside Paris on Monday.  They are scheduled to conclude Dec. 11.
He said he hopes the negotiations will produce an agreement that "targets 3 complex and interdependent goals: lessening the impact of climate change, fighting poverty, and ensuring respect for human dignity."
“Many are the faces, the stories and the evident effects on the lives of thousands of people, for whom the culture of deterioration and waste has allowed [them] to be sacrificed before the idols of profits and consumption,” he said.  “We cannot remain indifferent in the face of this.  We have no right.”
His speech followed a similarly sharp address before the U.N. General Assembly in New York in September, and in various addresses in South America and Asia.
The pope arrived in Kenya on Wednesday as part of a 6-day visit to the continent.  It includes stops in Uganda and the Central African Republic.  He brings a message of peace at a time when Africa is plagued by conflict, extremist violence and development concerns.
In his Mass earlier, the pope urged support for families and children.  He called on Kenyans to reject customs or habits that “foster arrogance in men, hurt or demean women, and threaten the life of the innocent unborn.”  He also asked for tolerance and care for the poor, and to “reject everything that leads to prejudice and discrimination, for these things are not of God.”
Ahead of the Mass, crowds stood in long lines along the route that the popemobile traveled on its way to the University of Nairobi, where the Mass took place.  Many were singing, dancing, and cheering as he passed by, including Nelly Ndunge, 29.  “I am a Catholic and I believe he is a godsend.  We hope his visit will bring positive change," Ndunge told the Associated Press.  "Sometimes we lose faith, so I hope he can strengthen my faith in God,” she said.
However, some of the faithful also left early, fearing a stampede.  As many as 1.4 million people were expected to turn out for the event.  Sarah Ondiso, a government worker, told the AP that she arrived at the grounds at 4:30 a.m., but left amid fears organizers were not prepared for the crowds.  "We were all disappointed," she said.
The pope met with leaders from Kenya's Christian and Muslim communities.  He said they must push back against attacks by Islamist extremists, by engaging in dialogue.  He said these leaders needed to be "prophets of peace."  About 1/3 of Kenya is Catholic and 11% Muslim.
Somalia’s al-Shabab militant group has carried out attacks in Kenya, including a massacre at Garissa University in April, that killed 148 people, and an assault on the Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi in 2013 when they murdered 67 people.
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