Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee Signs 'Landmark' Climate Act
by Sean Flynn
April 10, 2021 (abridged): Newport – Gov. Dan McKee signed what speakers called the “landmark” Act on Climate, aimed at cutting the state’s greenhouse-gas emissions to net-zero by 2050.  “This is a milestone in the fight against climate change,” said McKee, who was accompanied by multiple state leaders.  “Rhode Island is already feeling its impacts across our economy and our environment.  With 400 miles of coastline, the Ocean State is on the front lines of this climate crisis.”
State Sen. Dawn Euer, D-Newport, the bill’s lead sponsor in the Senate, reminded the crowd that Bowen’s Wharf was under water in 2012 in the wake of Superstorm Sandy, to illustrate what’s at stake for coastal communities.  The average sea level of Narragansett Bay has risen 6 inches in the last 30 years and is expected to accelerate, speakers said.
“Climate change is happening more rapidly than we anticipated,” said Senate President Dominick J. Ruggerio.  “We have a number of pieces of legislation in the Senate and House that we will be addressing this year to make significant changes to our policies.  Obviously, we are looking to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.”
Goal: 45% Emissions Reduction by 2030
Under the bill, the 12-member state Executive Climate Change Coordinating Council must develop a comprehensive plan to meet the emissions goals that include a 45% reduction by 2030.
Euer, who is chairwoman of the Senate Environmental and Agricultural Committee, said the council must complete that final plan by 2025, but will have an initial action plan in the coming year.
“I am directing my Cabinet to ramp up the strategic planning and outreach needed to put together plans and meet the targets under this act, and do it quickly,” McKee said.
With the Biden-Harris administration currently working on a $2-trillion infrastructure plan, “Rhode Island must seize this once-in-a lifetime opportunity,” McKee said.  “This means growing green jobs and promoting resiliency.”
McKee said climate change is a threat to the state’s important “tourism industry and the countless small businesses it supports. This is especially true right here in Newport.”
Bill Makes Goals Enforceable
The legislation takes an important step by making the goals enforceable, said Attorney General Peter Neronha.
“I want to recognize the advocates that pushed elected officials — people like me — to do what is best for the people of the state of Rhode Island and around the country,” he said.  “The time to act is now.”
More than 70 groups represented by the Environment Council of Rhode Island urged McKee to sign what they called “the most important climate bill in Rhode Island history.”
House Speaker Joseph Shekarchi said that “contrary to rumors,” the House did not pass the bill because he was tired of getting texts at midnight from Amy Moses of the Conservation Law Foundation saying “Save the Planet.”
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