That Time When Lindsey Graham Was Almost All-in on Climate Change
by Peter Dykstra
June 2, 2015 – As the latest announced presidential candidate, Lindsey Graham parts ways with many of his Republican rivals.   He thinks climate change is real.   In January, he was even 1 of 5 GOP Senators to side with Democrats on a non-binding vote on whether or not “human activity significantly contributes to climate change."
He’s recently even agreed with President Obama, declaring in a 2010 Senate floor speech that “a low-carbon economy is a safer America, a cleaner America, and I think, a more prosperous America.”
But that’s where he draws the line.  In a speech in March, the South Carolina Senator put his finger on the climate problem.   “Al Gore’s turned this thing into religion,” he told the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington.
Graham co-sponsored legislation calling for the approval of the Keystone XL pipeline, which critics say would be both a symbolic and actual blow against the goals of a low-carbon economy.   He’s fully behind Congressional efforts to strip the EPA of its role in regulating greenhouse gases.
10 years ago, on an Alaska fact-finding trip with fellow Senators Susan Collins (R-Maine), John McCain (R-Arizona), and Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.), Graham’s position was more definitive.  "Climate change is different when you come here, because you see the faces of people experiencing it,” he said.  “If you go to the people and listen to their stories, and walk away with any doubt that something's going on, you're not listening."
Back on that 2005 trip, Senator Clinton called the climate evidence “heartbreaking.”  Senator Collins was moved to metaphor, saying it’s the “canary in the mine shaft of global warming crying out to us to pay attention.”  3 years before his presidential run, Senator McCain declared what he saw to be “a little scary.”
Since then, Senator Graham’s voting record on energy and climate issues has been largely, but not exclusively, pro-fossil fuel.   He voted to continue federal subsidies for oil and gas exploration, but also voted for faster development of hydrogen fueled vehicles.  
In 2008, he opposed tax incentives for a broad menu of alternative fuels, from biodiesel to plug-in electric cars.  Graham opposed a ban on oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife issues and endorsed oil and gas leasing, off the Atlantic Coast and his home state.   
In 2009, he co-wrote a New York Times op-ed with then-Senator John Kerry.  The 2 men declared “We are also convinced that we have found both a framework for climate legislation to pass Congress and the blueprint for a clean-energy future that will revitalize our economy, protect current jobs and create new ones, safeguard our national security, and reduce pollution.”
The House of Representatives had narrowly passed cap-and-trade legislation in the spring of 2009.   Graham worked with Kerry and Senator Joseph Lieberman, well into 2010, to forge the necessary 60 votes to get the bill through the Senate.  But he pulled out when the Democrats would not agree to a list of industry concessions.
While Graham may have retreated on climate change, his Alaska fact-finding partner, John McCain, went a step farther.   Remember that January Senate vote on whether humans influence climate change?  Collins joined Graham in voting that yes, we do.   McCain voted no.
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