US Poll Finds Most Back Limits on Coal Emissions, Even if Power Prices Rise
by Jim Polson
Nov. 20, 2014 - A majority of Americans support tougher pollution limits on coal-burning power plants, even if it means paying more for electricity.
The survey of 1,275 adults backs President Barack Obama's efforts to bypass Congress and enact climate regulations by executive authority.  2/3 of those polled by researchers at Yale and George Mason universities support limits on CO2 emissions, even after being told such measures would raise power prices, they said on Wednesday.
The survey also reveals a "misunderstanding" of climate change, as only 1 in 10 of those polled said they know that more than 90% of climate scientists say humans are contributing to global warming.  Just half blame human activity, while even fewer are "very worried" about climate change.
"Very few Americans are aware that 97% of climate scientists agree that global warming is human caused," the authors said.  "This public misunderstanding of the scientific consensus -- which has been found in each of our surveys since 2008 -- has significant consequences."
New regulations on coal-plant emissions are the cornerstone of Obama's effort to fight climate change.  Many in the Republican Party, which will hold majorities in both houses of Congress beginning next year, have vowed to block Obama's environmental initiatives.
About 23% of respondents "strongly support" curbs on coal plant emissions to "reduce global warming and improve public health," while 44% "somewhat support" such measures.  The survey was conducted from Oct. 17 through Oct. 28.  It has a margin of error of ±3%.
1 in 3 believe communities in the US are being harmed today by flooding, drought and wildfires, which many scientists say are related to global warming.  About 36% expect global warming to harm them personally, which 64% consider it a threat to future generations.
Lead researchers included Anthony Leiserowitz at the Yale Project on Climate Change Communication and Edward Maibach of the Center for Climate Change Communication at George Mason.  
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