Fossil Fuel Industries React Carefully to Biden’s Emissions Pledge
by Lisa Friedman
April 22, 2021 – Fossil fuel industry leaders reacted carefully Thursday to President Biden’s pledge to cut United States emissions in half by 2030.
Representatives from oil, gas and coal industries all issued statements saying they were committed to reducing the planet-warming pollution that their industries produce, and which scientists say are the dominant cause of climate change.
None directly criticized Mr. Biden’s promise to cut U.S. emissions between 50 and 52% below 2005 levels by the end of the decade.  But all insisted their industries will play a part in a decarbonized society, despite multiple studies showing that meeting the new U.S. goal will require a dramatic drawdown of fossil fuels.
“Setting economy-wide goals to reduce GHG emissions is important to combating global climate change,” Amy Andryszak, president of the Interstate Natural Gas Association of America said in a statement.  Ms. Andryszak said companies in her trade organization are “fully committed to being part of the climate solution” and that natural gas “provides tremendous opportunities for our nation and world to achieve climate goals.” 
The increased use of natural gas in replacing coal has largely been responsible for drops in U.S. emissions over the past decade, but gas also produces methane, an equally dangerous greenhouse gas.
Mike Sommers, president of the American Petroleum Institute, said his oil industry trade group “supports the goals of the Paris Agreement”.  But he added the new U.S. target “addresses only half of the dual challenge” of reducing emissions while providing affordable energy. 
He called on the Biden administration to impose a price on carbon and invest in innovation.
Michelle Bloodworth, president of America’s Power, which represents coal producers and companies with coal-fired power plants, did not mention the targets explicitly or the Paris Agreement, but said the trade group “looks forward to working with the administration and Congress to find ways to reduce carbon emissions, while ensuring the nation’s electricity grid is both reliable and resilient.”
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