Japan CO2 Emissions Worst on Record
by Mari Iwata
Nov. 17, 2014 – Japan’s CO2 emissions were the worst on record in the last fiscal year, forced up by the nation’s reliance on natural gas and coal to generate electricity.
In the year ended in March, Japan emitted 1.224 billion metric tons of CO2, up 1.4% from the previous year and up 16% from 1990, the base year for emission cuts previously targeted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry said Friday.
Japan said in 2010  it planned to cut CO2 emissions by boosting nuclear power to 50% of all its electricity output, from 30% at the time.  But that was before the March 2011 Fukushima nuclear accident led to shutdowns of all 48 reactors in the country.
Since then, the country’s CO2 emissions have been steadily rising, due to the necessary increase in use of fossil fuels to power Japan’s industrial complex.  Imports of liquefied natural gas and coal in the last fiscal year were up 24% and 4.8% respectively, from the levels before Fukushima.
Analysts say that a fall in the country’s energy consumption by 0.9% last year and the likely restarting of 2 nuclear reactors in Kagoshima prefecture in southern Japan next year won’t result in a major decline in CO2 emissions.
Unless a number of reactors come back online soon, the trend of high emissions is unlikely to change much, said Tomomichi Akuta, analyst at Tokyo Mitsubishi UFJ Research & Consulting.  The restarting of numerous reactors appears unlikely in the near future, given public opinion toward nuclear power, he added.  Polls generally show that about 60% of respondents are against the use of nuclear power.
Aware of the nation’s growing CO2 discharges, the Japanese government announced in late 2013 a very modest plan to cut CO2 emissions.  But experts think Japan may not get off the hook so easily.  Nobuo Tanaka, a public policy professor at Tokyo University and a former executive director of the International Energy Agency, a Paris-based organization that gives advice on energy to OECD countries, said  it wouldn’t be easy for Japan to avoid being held accountable for its growing carbon footprint, given that the U.S. and China are trying to take serious steps in tackling global warming.
One possible way Japan could reduce its own footprint is through bilateral offset credits, a framework Japan has proposed to the international community.  Under the scheme, developing countries that have bilateral credit agreements with Tokyo can cut emissions by adopting Japanese energy efficient technologies, for which Japan would receive offset credits.  Though 12 countries, including Indonesia and Vietnam, have signed such agreements with Japan, it is still unclear whether the United Nations will recognize the scheme.
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