US May Still Meet Paris Accord Targets, UN Chief Says
by Mythili Sampathkumar
July 3, 2017 – The US may still meet carbon emissions reduction targets laid out in the Paris Agreement, despite Donald Trump's withdrawal from the pact, United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said. 
Mr Trump took the US out of the global agreement, signed by nearly 200 countries in the US, as an effort to control global warming and help poorer countries adapt to an already-changed planet in December 2015.  He stated repeatedly that the agreement put American workers at an "economic disadvantage," particularly in the natural gas and coal sectors. 
Mr Guterres' optimism is likely due to the nearly 1000 mayors, CEOs, and state governors who have signed their own pact to keep fighting climate change.  20 Fortune 500 companies, including Apple, eBay, Gap Inc., Google, Intel, Microsoft, Nike, and several universities are among the signatories.  A separate mayoral pledge was signed by over 200 cities, to build a clean energy economy. 
 Michael Bloomberg, the former New York Mayor and now UN Special Envoy on Climate Change and Cities, is "convinced" that this will be enough for the US to meet the targets.
Though the Paris deal includes national plans for climate action, those countries all have authority over their own targets.  The agreement is not legally binding for the US.  In fact, Mr Trump did not necessarily need to formally withdraw the US in order to simply change or not meet the federal targets. 
Cities and states can set their own goals, though given the Trump administration's proposed budget cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency and other climate-related programs in the State Department, they will likely have to use state funds or private sector investment in order to meet them. 
Another factor that may have prompted Mr Guterres to say the US is likely to meet its targets is the US military.  It has done extensive work in protecting coastlines where military bases are located and researching the connections between conflict and climate.   Defense Secretary James Mattis has said in the past that climate change is a national security threat.
Mr Guterres said, in a speech in Lisbon, Portugal, that Mr Trump's decision to withdraw from the global Paris agreement last month actually strengthened the deal to fighting global warming, by prompting other major countries to reaffirm their commitment to it.
 China and India are now leaders in renewable energy, particularly solar power.  Countries like France, Germany, and Italy banded together to say that, despite Mr Trump's declaration that the Paris Agreement needed to be renegotiated - they were not interested in doing so.  They and the EU will continue to work on promoting more "green" policies and economic growth around the world. 
Leaders from all the countries are set to meet for the G20 meeting 7-8 July in Hamburg, Germany.
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