Turkey’s Climate Plan Points to 32% Rise in Emissions by 2030
by Laura Millan Lomrana and Salma El Wardany, with Jennifer A Dlouhy
Nov. 15, 2022 – Turkey pledged to cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 41% in 2030, compared with its business-as-usual scenario, according to a new climate plan submitted to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
Under its BAU scenario, Turkey would emit 1.18 billion metric tons of CO2 equivalent per year by 2030, more than double the 524 million tons it emitted in 2020.  The newly proposed cut in emissions still means Turkey’s carbon footprint will increase by 32% at the end of the decade, with emissions peaking in 2038 at the latest, according to the plan.
“We have opened a new era in the fight against climate change,” Turkey’s Minister of the Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change Murat Kurum said, as he announced the new submission during UN-sponsored COP27 climate talks in Egypt.  “With the target of increasing the amount of green space, nature conservation targets, renewable energy and infrastructure works.”
Turkey’s submission, also known as a nationally determined contribution, or NDC, is at odds with warnings by scientists that global net GHG emissions need to be halved by 2030 and eliminated by mid-century, in order to keep global warming below 2° by the 2100.  With the current level of emissions, the planet is heading toward a level of warming of close to 3°C, which would be catastrophic for all living forms on the planet. 
“The updated emissions reduction target is far from being aligned with the 1.5° trajectory,” said Oyku Senlen a researcher on the fossil-fuel transition at non-profit E3G.  “This new trajectory will delay peak emissions and make Turkey’s decarbonization challenge even harder and more costly.”
Coal, the most polluting of fossil fuels, remains the largest source of emissions for Turkey, Senlen said.  The new climate plan does not commit to halt new coal projects, or to phase out existing coal-fired power plants. 
The new promise also puts Turkey further away from its target to eliminate net emissions by 2053, said Güven Sak, founding director at the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey.  “Unfortunately, Turkey’s 2053 net-zero emissions target announced by our President in September 2021 turns out to be a dream now, totally unachievable.”
Turkey’s announcement follows a new pledge by Mexico last week to cut GHG emissions 35%, compared with business-as-usual levels, by the end of the decade.  The effort will require $40 billion in investment and some 40 GigaWatts of additional clean energy generation, Mexico’s Foreign Secretary Marcelo Ebrard said during COP27 climate talks being held at Egypt’s Sharm el-Sheikh. 
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