Wind Speeds Fell 10% in the US Over a Decade?
	July 5, 2009 - Winds seem to be dying down across the United States – perhaps due to global warming.  “It's a very large effect,” said study co-author Eugene Takle, a professor of atmospheric science at Iowa State University.  In some places in the Midwest, the trend is a 10% drop or more per decade.  Slowing is also quite noticeable in the East.  Average and peak wind speeds have been noticeably slowing since 1973.
The study's lead author, Sara Pryor, an atmospheric scientist at Indiana University, said a 10% decline in wind speeds over a decade “would have an enormous effect on power production” - a 30% decrease in the energy reaped, because wind power varies with the cube of wind speed.
	There's been a jump in the number of low or no wind days in the Midwest, added Pryor.  Wind speeds fell mostly along and east of the Mississippi River.  Some wind-rich areas, such as west Texas and parts of the Northern Plains, do not show winds slowing nearly as much.  But Kansas, Illinois, stations along the Great Lakes (now with less smooth ice to enhance wind flow), northern Maine, and western Montana show some of the biggest drops in wind speeds.
	The study, to appear in August’s Journal of Geophysical Research, is preliminary.  The authors say it's too early to know if this is a real trend. Changes in wind-measuring instruments over the years make the results ambiguous.  Moreover, If trees grow or new buildings rise near wind gauges, wind speeds would fall near the gauges – double ambiguity.  Two earlier studies found wind reductions in Australia and Europe, but some climate computer models did not find reduced wind speeds.
	As the temperature difference between the poles and the equator, and the resulting air pressure differential, shrinks, weaker winds seem quite plausible.
	Jeff Freedman, an atmospheric scientist with AWS Truewind of Albany, N.Y., said his research has found no definitive trend of reduced surface wind speed.  But Michael Mann, director of the Earth System Science Center at Penn State University, said the study "demonstrates, rather conclusively in my mind, that average and peak wind speeds have decreased over the U.S. in recent decades."
	See http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/GlobalWarming/wireStory?id=7800447.
	

