South Australians May Have to Carry Cost of Losing Homes to Rising Seas
by Miles Kemp
April 30, 2014 - Coastal South Australians have been warned they may have to let their homes be swallowed by the sea, and carry the cost of their loss, as climate change raises ocean levels.
Around 60,000 homes in South Australia are considered at risk of a predicted sea level rise of half a meter over the next 50 years.
Eyre Peninsula homeowners have been warned to accept that their properties may have an “expiry date” if relocation or the construction of sea walls is too expensive in the face of sea levels raised by melting ice caps.
An action plan prepared by state, federal and local governments has recommended one option for the coastline from Whyalla to near the WA border is to “do nothing, where buildings are seen to have reached their ‘expiry date’ once sea level rise has encroached, properties are abandoned and losses and damages are the owners’ responsibility’’.
Environment Minister Ian Hunter refused to rule out the option of abandonment at the owners expense for other SA coastal areas.
Mr Hunter was commenting on the 81-page document which explains options to protect, defend and relocate homes, but which also for the first time in South Australia warns that it will be too expensive to do this for all homes and some could be abandoned at the owners’ expense.
When asked if the “expiry date” option to abandon homes at the expense of the property owner was an option in other areas, Mr Hunter issued a written statement saying that: “We support the work of these communities in developing regional climate change adaptation plans, which offer local solutions to the challenges posed by climate change”.
“These (action) plans will play a critical role in raising awareness of the issue — ensuring communities understand the potential risks associated with climate change and how best to prepare for them,’’ he said.
Eyre Peninsula residents have been warned the options they face include:
DO nothing, properties are abandoned and losses are the owners’ responsibility.
PLAN retreat by relocating existing infrastructure and houses.
BUILDING rules to make sure new homes are not flooded.
BUYERS to be informed of risk at property purchase.
PROTECT and defend buildings using sea walls and dune build up.
COMMUNICATING the risks to the public.
The Eyre Peninsula natural resources management board was one organization to sponsor the report.  Chair Heather Baldock said she had a leasehold shack in the Lucky Bay community which was already under threat from king tides.
She said shack owners in the community had been battling the sea level threat for several decades and were currently voting on whether it was economically viable to lobby for a sea wall to be built to protect the town.
Ms Baldock accepted that the plan may anger some homeowners, but said the action plan had many options, all of which should be debated.
“I would not rule out the abandonment option, but that is not our role,’’ she said.
Lucky Bay shack owners association president Andrew Reynolds said the community had roughly costed a relocated sand protection wall at $4 million, which would work out to around $35,000 per leaseholder.
“Eyre Peninsula people did not expect a handout, but we want some fair consideration, especially resolving the lease issue because we only have 12 years left on our state government leases,’’ he said.
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