Global Warming Is Not Slowing, WMO Report Says
by James Kanter and Andrew C. Revkin
	Copenhagen, December 8, 2009 — Despite recent fluctuations in global temperature year to year, which fueled claims of global cooling, a sustained global warming trend shows no signs of ending, according to new analysis by the World Meteorological Organization made public on Tuesday.
	The decade of the 2000s is very likely the warmest decade in the modern record, dating back 150 years, according to a provisional summary of climate conditions near the end of 2009, the organization said.
	The period from 2000 through 2009 has been “warmer than the 1990s, which were warmer than the 1980s and so on,” said Michel Jarraud, the secretary general of the international weather agency, speaking at a news conference at the climate talks in Copenhagen.
	The international assessment largely meshes with interim analysis by the National Climatic Data Center and NASA in the United States, both of which independently estimate global and regional temperature and other weather trends.  According to the U.S. space agency NASA, the other warmest years since 1850 have been 2005, 1998, 2007 and 2006.  NASA says the differences in readings among these years are so small as to be statistically insignificant.
	Mr. Jarraud also said that 2009, with some uncertainty because several weeks remain, appears to be the fifth warmest year on record.
….
	Addressing questions raised about the reliability of climate data after the unauthorized release of e-mail messages and files from a British climate research unit that provides data to the global weather group, he said there was no evidence that the various independent estimates showing a warming world were in doubt.
	The press conference early Tuesday came after the European Commission reacted to a decision by the United States Environmental Protection Agency to pave the way for federal limits on emissions of carbon dioxide, saying it should give further impetus to negotiations underway here aimed at crafting a new global agreement to curb greenhouse gases.
	The endangerment finding by the EPA was “an important signal by the Obama administration that they are serious about tackling climate change and are demonstrating leadership,” a spokesman from the European Commission said.  The finding “gives new momentum following their announcement of cuts,” he said.  Political leaders in Copenhagen welcomed the ruling, but they were quick to press the Obama administration to do more now to sweeten its offer….
	Rajendra K. Pachauri, the chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, spoke before delegates of the urgent need for action.  Alluding to a recent controversy over e-mail messages between scientists hacked from a university computer server, he had pointed remarks for those who “find it difficult to accept” climate change science.  Climate change skeptics have argued that the e-mail shows that the evidence for global warming is less unequivocal than scientists assert.
	But Dr. Pachauri ticked off a list of trends that robustly reflect the warming of the global climate.  “Internal consistency from multiple lines of evidence strongly supports the work of the scientific community, including the individuals singled out in these e-mail messages,” he said.
	Meanwhile, 56 newspapers around the world published the same editorial calling for “decisive action” in Copenhagen.  “In scientific journals the question is no longer whether humans are to blame, but how little time we have got left to limit the damage,” read the editorial, which was widely distributed in a campaign led by Britain’s Guardian newspaper.  “Yet so far the world’s response has been feeble and half-hearted.”  Continued inaction will ravage the planet and wreak havoc on economies and livelihoods, the editorial’s authors warned.
	“The politicians in Copenhagen have the power to shape history’s judgment on this generation: one that saw a challenge and rose to it, or one so stupid that we saw calamity coming but did nothing to avert it,” the editorial said.  “We implore them to make the right choice.”
www.nytimes.com/2009/12/09/science/earth/09climate.html?_r=1&ref=science
	

