Old Man Winter Missing in Action
by Bill Kaufmann
Feb. 8, 2016: Calgary – Balmy Calgary might need to coin a new season this year, says an Environment Canada climatologist.  That’ll be especially true if Wednesday heats up to its forecast high of 17°C - the average reading for May 20, said David Phillips.
“It doesn’t look or feel like winter, it’s like something else...nature must be exhausted in giving you 17°C [63°F] in February,” said a flabbergasted Phillips, who’s commented on a lot of bizarre weather in his time.
Any 5th season, he said, “would have to be Spanish-sounding.”  That’s because the prime driver of a relentlessly warmer winter for much of the nation has been El Niño, the weather pattern sitting in the Pacific Ocean, pumping tropical air north, said Phillips.  It’s possible it’s been strengthened by climate change, he added.
But what’s certain is data showing how warm a November to end-of-January period it’s been in Calgary.  Wednesday’s reading would demolish the warmest temperature on record for that day — 13.9°C set in 1926.
The mercury’s been 1.5°C higher than average, while snowfall has been just 54 cm — well below the 70 cm norm, and brown compared to the 121 cm recorded in 2014-15, said Phillips.
In the past 3-1/2 months, the temperature’s only dipped below -20°C [-4°F] 4 times.  “Normally, by the end of January, that would have happened 17 times,” said Phillips.  “It’s almost as if winter is missing, it can’t get settled in or get a hold.”
Almost, but not quite, he emphasized.  The warmest winter in 135 years of record-keeping was in 1930-31 when the average high temperature was -0.5°C, compared to the -4°C so far this season, said Phillips.  “It’s like it hasn’t been hot, but it hasn’t been cold, either,” he said.
He said long-range models call for continuing mild weather, right into spring.
Warming to that possibility are bicycle shops like Ridley’s Cycle, 233 10 St. N.W.  It has seen more foot traffic lately because of the balmy conditions, said sales associate Brian McPhee.  “If the weather holds for the next month, we’ll see our summer season start earlier - we had such mild winter last year and that’s what happened,” said McPhee.
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